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Testimonials for Old-Fashioned Truths.* 
1b, 
LuKE 13, 24—80. 


The sermons of our Savior sparkle with telling parables. As we 
peruse the record which the evangelists have given of His active 
ministry, we cannot but be impressed with the fact that they were 
distinct favorites in His public and private discourses. I call them 
telling parables because they are striking illustrations to drive home 
momentous and important truths. Some one has said: “They are 
earthly stories with a heavenly meaning.” Such a parable has been 
selected to rivet our attention to-day. Under God’s gracious guidance 
let us, then, consider: — 


THE CLOSED DOOR. 


1. The door is now open. 
2. The door will surely be closed. 
3. The closed door will find you within or without. 


The Savior had just been asked by one of the audience to whom 
He had been preaching: “Lord, are there few that be saved?” This 
man had evidently missed the point which our Lord had made in His 
sermons. He was asking about a matter which was of no concern 
to his soul’s welfare. Hence Christ gave him an answer which should 
set him right. He told him: “Strive to enter in at the strait gate.” 
That was equivalent to saying: “No man who thinks seriously about 
his eternal salvation will worry about such a question, but will rather 
focus his attention upon this one thing that he be saved. To engrave 
_this truth indelibly upon his heart, the Lord tells this parable: The 
master of a house is anxiously waiting for more and more guests 
to come to his beautiful mansion. At his hour he will arise and 


* This series of Lenten Noonday Talks was delivered at the American 
Theater, St. Louis, Mo., March 8—12, 1920. 
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shut the door, after which no more guests will be received. Heaven 
is the mansion. Jesus is the Master of the house. He is eager and 
anxious to have His mansion filled with guests. To that end He has 
His messengers out everywhere, not merely extending, but pressing 
the invitation to come unto Him, and to come now, ere it is too late. 

The very fact that the Savior uses such language as: “Strive to 
enter in,” and that He speaks of the time when the master is risen up 
to shut the door, shows that the door is still open. Men still have 
opportunity to enter into the glories of heaven. In fact, Jesus has 
set the door ajar for the very purpose that sinners such as you and 
I might have opportunity to enter. Man had really closed the door 
against himself. Like unto an insurmountable barrier sin lay before 
the door, and man could do nothing whatever to remove it. Or, take 
another view of it if you will. By rebelling against God, man had 
compelled God to shut the door against him, and until the cause of 
God’s wrath would be removed, cherubims with flaming swords would 
hinder man from entering into Paradise again. That, however, ex- 
cluded every possibility for man to gain entrance, for he could not 
remove sin. But Christ, out of boundless love toward us sinners, 
undertook to perform the task. Not only did He undertake it, He 
actually performed the stupendous task. By suffering and dying for 
the sins of mankind which He bore, He appeased the wrath of God, 
He removed the barrier, He opened the door. This is not merely 
a beautiful fancy and an imaginary creation, but an actual fact and 
a joyous reality. The Word of our God attests everywhere the glori- 
ous truth which our text presents that the door of heaven is open 
for us. 

My friend, I want to proclaim with all emphasis possible: The 
door of heaven is now open. It is open for you. You are still living 
in God’s time of grace. The Savior is busy with the preaching of 
His Gospel. Thereby He is inviting you and urging you to come in. 
He tells also you: “Strive to enter in at the strait gate.” He calls 
you now. He pleads with you to come unto Him. He declares unto 
you: “Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.” Will 
you not come unto Him, then? Will you not enter in unto Christ? 
Will you let Him plead in vain? — Do you ask how you may come? 
The Scriptural answer is: By sincere repentance and faith. Come to 
Him just as you are, confessing your sins and transgressions, relying 
solely: upon the shedding of His precious blood and His innocent 
suffering and death for the forgiveness of your sin. Come and say 
with the Christian poet: “Just as I am, without one plea, But that 
Thy blood was shed for me, And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
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O Lamb of God, I come! I come!” But, you say that Jesus speaks 
here of a strait gate. That is true. It is not a way suitable to the 
flesh. The flesh would rather continue in sin. True reperitance, how- 
ever, excludes that. It includes an abhorring of sin, a denial of self 
and the world. 

When God urges you to come now, He means just exactly what 
He says. He does not want you to delay. You cannot afford to delay. 
Such procedure is too dangerous. The door to the Master’s house 
will not always remain open. The Master Himself will surely arise 
to shut the door. This is the truth which Christ declares most em- 
phatically in our text. The Christ who has now ascended into the 
glory of His Father, who is keeping the door to heaven ajar that we 
sinners might enter, who by His Word is urging us to enter in, will 
surely come in His glory to judge the quick and the dead, and then 
heaven’s doors will be closed. When we study the signs of the times, 
the signs which He has predicted as such, which would precede His 
second coming, and see for ourselves that they are daily being fulfilled 
before our eyes, we cannot but be impressed with the fact that this 
day is rapidly drawing nigh. The world’s time of grace is nearing 
its end. The door will soon be closed. 

Again, my friend, you may be called away by death at any time. 
That moment will summon you before the judgment of God. Regard- 
less of what the Roman Church may teach about a purgatory, from 
which they offer the souls of the departed an opportunity to escape 
the punishment of hell if sufficient cash is paid into the treasury, or 
regardless of what the Millennial Dawnist may claim to know about 
another opportunity being given to man after death, you can put it 
down that the moment of your death will end your time of grace and 
close the doors of heaven for you. Listen to what God has to say on 
the subject: “It is appointed unto man once to die, but after this 
the Judgment.” That clinches all argument. More than that, it 
emphasizes the urgent necessity of coming unto Christ now, because 
the moment of your death may be closer at hand than you think. 

There is still another thought which arrests our attention as we 
study this text, and that is this: When once the door is closed, it 
remains closed forever. The closed door will find us either within 
or without. If we have believed in Christ, we shall be with Him in 
the heavenly mansions. The Lord speaks here of Abraham and Isaac 
_and Jacob, and the people from the East and from the West and from 
the North and from the South who shall sit down in the kingdom 
of God. He speaks there of the hosts from all parts of the earth 
who have come to faith in Christ like unto the patriarchs of old. 
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They are assured of being within the kingdom of heaven. They shall 
sit at Christ’s heavenly table, and eat of His eternal manna and drink 
of His river of pleasures forevermore. 

On the other hand, Christ speaks of such as will stand without 
and knock at the door, pleading: “Uord, Lord, open unto us!” They 
are all such as have neglected their time of grace, and have refused 
to accept Christ as their only hope of salvation. But then it will be 
too late. The door will not be opened for them again. Christ will 
tell them: “I know not whence ye are.” They refused to know Him 
here. He will refuse to know them there. — But think not that this 
means only such as have never joined the Church. There will be 
a great number of outward church-members without the door on that 
day. The Lord speaks of those who will begin to argue: “We have 
eaten and drunk in Thy presence, and Thou hast taught in our 
streets.” This was spoken first of all to the Jews, who claimed to 
be the seed of Abraham, but whose heart was far from God. It is 
equally true of the many who in our day claim to be church-members, 
while their whole religion is a matter of the head and lips and not 
of the heart. Unto these hypocrites Christ will say: “I tell you, 
I know not whence ye are; depart from Me, all ye workers of 
iniquity!” They shall be compelled to spend eternity without, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. The door is closed, 
forever closed, against them. 

My friend, this is God’s truth plainly told. What great earnest- 
ness ought to seize us as we think of it! How about you? Where 
will you be when the door is closed? Will it find you within or 
without? Have you accepted Christ as your Savior? Are you now 
a believer? Do you say: I am too busily engaged with other matters ? 
Then you have more earthly business than God wants you to have. 
Remember this is your time of grace. The door is now open for you. 
Your most important business of life is, and should be, to strive to - 
enter in at the strait gate. O therefore: “Admit Him lest His anger 
burn, And He, departing, ne’er return; Admit Him, or the hour’s 
at hand When at His door denied you’ll stand.” Amen. 


II. 
Acts 16, 29—31. 


The world is full of religions, which/ aim to offer unto man the 
peace and hope and joy which his heart craves. We are wont to 
divide them into two classes: the Christian religion and the non- 


Christian religions. Such a division is absolutely fair, because all — 
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other religions are diametrically opposed to the Christian religion. 
They teach a way unto salvation which is the direct contradiction of 
salvation by the blood of Christ, which we Christians teach and 
confess. Ever since the Savior commissioned His Church to go out 
into the world and preach the Gospel unto every creature, the Chris- 
tian religion has challenged the right of every other religion to exist, 
and has set up for itself the claim that it is the only right religion. 
In clear, decided language do we proclaim the ringing challenge: 
“There is salvation in none other; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.” 

Will this challenge stand? Since a matter of such paramount 
importance as our soul’s salvation hinges upon it, we ought to be 
eager to investigate it thoroughly. In the text read to you we have 
an opportunity to see the false and the Christian religion put to 
a test. 

Paul and Silas had been arrested in Philippi because they -had 
driven an evil spirit out of a certain damsel which brought her 
masters much gain by her soothsaying. They had been dragged before 
the magistrates and accused of rebellious conduct and dangerous 
teachings. The result was that a mob formed and treated them most 
brutally and shamefully. After this they entrusted them into the 
hands of the jailer for safe-keeping. This hard-hearted ruffian took 
pleasure in adding to the tortures of these men by thrusting them 
into the inner prison, and making their feet fast in the stocks, 
a device which forced their feet apart and held them in a viselike 
grip. I mention this because it throws some light upon the character 
of this man, concerning whom we have little or no direct information 
otherwise. We know, however, that prison-keepers in that day of 
Rome’s declining glory were rough characters. This Philippian jailer 
was without question a man saturated with heathenism. The position 
which he held, and the fact that he had been given such strict instruc- 
tions regarding the safe-keeping of these prisoners, warrant the state- 
ment that he must have known something about the events which led 
to their arrest, and consequently he must have heard something about 
the truths, the way of salvation, which they had proclaimed. But he 
treated all of this with utmost contempt. He wanted nothing to do 
with the Christian religion. His own religion was good enough for 
him. He may not have said this in so many words, but his actions 
spoke louder than words could tell. With haughty demeanor he did 
all he could to increase the tortures of the tortured messengers of 
Christianity, and then, as if with a feeling of satisfaction that his 
own religion supplied his every need, he fell asleep. 
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All was well until midnight, when God answered the prayers of 
His servants by an earthquake, which shook the foundations of the 
prison, and opened the heavily bolted doors, and loosed the bands of 
every prisoner. The jailer, aroused from his sleep, saw the prison- 
doors open, and his first thought was that surely his prisoners must 
have escaped. He was frightened and frenzied. He knew that his 
life would have to answer for their escape. What shall he do? His 
heathen religion offered him no comfort and hope. It drove him to 
despair. He drew his sword to end it all, and the records of that 
Roman prison would contain the account of this jailer’s suicide, had 
not the loud ery of Paul’s voice stayed his hand. Heathenism would 
have hastened another soul to hell. It had failed most miserably in 
the crucial test. Nor was this all. His religion was brought face 
to face with Christianity to meet the challenge. He called for light 
and hastened into the prison trembling. He saw and convinced him- 
self that none of his charges had escaped though they had every 
opportunity of doing so. What a flood of thoughts must have rushed 
through the mind of this man! What remarkable behavior for 
prisoners! Who were they? Ah, had not the soothsaying damsel 
called them servants of the most high God? And did not the terrible 
earthquake, the open prison-door, the release of their feet from the 
stocks, show positively that. this was absolutely true? And, oh, how 
had he mistreated these messengers of God! How have I sinned 
against God! What shall Ido? What shall Ido? Heathenism again 
failed most miserably. It could not stand this acid test. It had 
not even the faintest ray of hope to offer to this despairing soul. 
But he had heard that these men show the way of salvation. The 
damsel had cried that after them. Would they be able to help him 
in this fearful trouble? Look, that erstwhile hard-hearted ruffian 
came with trembling step, quivering and shaking all over his body, 
and fell down before two of his charges, and begged of them: “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” With that question he had thrown 
heathenism overboard, had admitted that it was bankrupt, and ice 
declared it to be a dismal failure. 

Now Christianity was put to a test. Paul and Silas were more 
than anxious to have the test applied. They knew what it could 
accomplish. They answered the anxious inquirer: “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.’ What 
a brief answer! Yet what a volume of meaning! It is the Christian 
religion in a nutshell: “Man is hopelessly lost. Jesus came into the 
world to save us. He offers this salvation to us.. We are to accept 
it by faith in Him. Any sinner who believes this is saved. Any 
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sinner who rejects this is lost.” All of this was embodied in the brief 
answer which Paul gave. 

I stated a moment ago that Christianity was put to a test. Did 
it stand this test? My friend, can there be any doubt on this point 
as you read the account-before us? Is not this portion of Holy Writ 
known as “The Conversion of the Philippian Jailer”? Was not this 
man’s bitter despair changed into brightest hope, his terrible trem- 
bling into exceeding joy, his stubborn unbelief into fervent faith? Or 
do you doubt the sincerity of all this? Look at the fruits which his 
faith bore! This former heathen becomes an active Christian mis- 
sionary, wants his house instructed in the Christian religion, and 
desires to be baptized with them. This erstwhile ruffian, who had 
inflicted pains and bruises, becomes a merciful nurse, who with his 
own hands washes the stripes of his prisoners. The cruel brute of 
the evening, who had left his charges in their fever without even 
a drink of water, becomes a willing host, who sets a table for these 
men in his own house. Truly, the Christian religion had stood the 
test. It had worked faith in his heart. It had comforted this 
despairing man. It had changed his life. It had given him salvation. 

My friend, I would offer this to you to-day as irrefutable proof 
of the fact that the Christian religion will stand the test in trouble. 
Do you say now that this is but a single instance and proves nothing ? 
I want to ask you to consider that this Philippian jailer represents 
a great class of people, who are all like him. He is a true picture 
of every person who is not a Christian, it matters not whether he be 
an ignorant idol-worshiper in heathen lands, or an educated church- 
less unbeliever in our civilized countries, or even one of these spirit- 
ually clad hypocrites in our visible Christian churches. Of course, 
in many respects they may differ from the jailer, but in this one thing 
they are his counterpart: they are all saturated with the heathen 
doctrine of salvation by their own merits, and not by the blood of 
Christ. This is the religion of natural man. For that reason you 
find natural man so haughty and defiant. He wants nothing to do 
with the Christian religion. He has a religion of his own, which 
suits him so much better. 

All of this seems very well and good until trouble arises. When 
misfortunes and afflictions set in and the heart yearns for true com- 
fort; when the voice of conscience begins with its thundering accusa- 
tions; when the search-light of God’s Law reveals so many sins and 
transgressions; when death stares him in the face and would summon 
him before the judgment throne of God, — then his religion fails him. 
Then the gods whom he has served will, like Baal, let him ery in vain 
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for help. Then the abyss of endless despair opens before him. For 
such a one there is but one help, and that is the religion which will 
stand the acid test of trouble, the religion which took hold of the 
heart of the Philippian jailer, the religion which changed a Saul 
into a Paul, the religion which has brought salvation to every one 
who is now or ever will be with the Lord in the realms of glory, the 
religion of Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God and Savior 
of the world. 

My friend, you, too, are serving some god. You are professing 
some religion. Will your religion stand the test in trouble? You 
may rest assured that the time is coming when it will be put to a test. 
May God grant you grace that you embrace, and cling to, the only 
religion which will stand the test: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” Amen. 


III. 
Jesh ile PAL 


In the theme announced for to-day’s consideration. we meet the 
grimmest reality on earth. The very mention of it makes many 
shudder. There are those who will even try to drown every thought 
of it, and lead themselves to believe that they are indifferent about it. 
But what is the use of all this? It does not alter the fact in the 
least that the dreadful monster Death stalks about through the land 
and claims his victims everywhere. When the parents of our land 
received the telegrams two years ago: “Your son was killed in 
action,” they knew that death was a reality. When the terrible 
epidemic claimed our loved ones here, it was brought home to us. 
Yes, every time we see a funeral procession pass through the streets 
of our cities, we are forcibly reminded of the fact. My friend, unless 
Judgment Day come before that time, also you and I will be called 
upon to die. Let us not strive to evade the thought of it. You are 
not going to stay the hand of death even a moment by doing so, nor 
will you in that way be able to change the grim aspect of death even 
in the slightest degree. Why, then, should we be so foolish and refuse 
to weigh and consider the most certain and most important moment 
of our lives? We do not otherwise act in that way. Why should we 
act thus regarding our death? Ought we not rather inquire diligently 
what our death will mean to us? Will it be our loss or our gain? 

In the text chosen for to-day Paul speaks of his death, and he 
makes this positive statement: “For me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain.” Can you and I make the same assertion regarding our 
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death? That all depends. Not every death is gain. To some people 
death means an irreparable loss; in fact, they lose all in death. 

Death was not always in the world. When man issued forth 
from the hands of the Creator, he was a perfect being. He lived 
in happy communion with God. There was within him nothing which 
would either cause or permit death. But man sinned, and with it he 
ushered death into the world. God says: “Death entered into the 
world by sin.” Again: “The wages of sin is death.” Now, when 
we bear in mind that God also says: “It is appointed unto man once 
to die, but after that the Judgment,” we see that death embodies an 
enormous loss. It leads to the judgment of God, that judgment in 
which absolute righteousness and justice will be meted out, that 
judgment which will result in everlasting punishment for every one 
who will not be able to stand without even the slightest flaw and 
blemish before the all-beholding eye of the heavenly Judge. On that 
day there will be no hiding of any guilt, no resort to mere technical- 
ities, no bribery of judge or jury, no giving of any distress signal, 
no suspended sentences. The Lord tells us: “We must all appear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ, that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad.” 

But this places us in a most terrible dilemma. We have sinned. 
We cannot stand in that judgment. We are facing eternal damnation. 
Yes, my friend, unless some decided change is wrought, this is only 
too true of every one among men. If a person remains in that hor- 
ribly sinful condition which our first parents have brought upon the 
world; if he continues to live in sin; if his life here upon earth 
means nothing more than the gratification of the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; if he lives only for this 
world, or, in short, if he has to change the words of our text to read: 
“For to me to live is myself,’ — then he will have to add: “To die 
is loss.” This is true not only of the man who by his death is called 
upon to leave behind great riches and earthly pleasures and a host 
of friends, but also of him who had a most miserable existence here, 
so that we would be inclined to think that death is a relief for him. 
No, such a death is the worst loss a man can sustain. It means more 
than the loss of earthly possessions and pleasures and friends. It is 
a gateway through which he must pass out of this life into the 
fearful eternal death which awaits him. It hurls him into the abyss 
of eternal damnation. 

I know full well that in our day we hear a great deal of talk which 
is supposed to soften the sound of these words. They tell us that 
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God is a God of mercy, and that He will surely not inflict such 
terrible punishment upon any one. Such talk is nothing short of 
rankest nonsense and has absolutely no Scriptural warrant. That 
amounts to nothing else than picturing the merciful God as a good, 
weak old father, who will simply close an eye over against the sins 
of His children. That cancels every semblance of justice. That 
totally destroys the picture of a perfect God whom the Scriptures 
teach. I do not want to be understood as though I wanted to deny 
the mercy of God. Far be it’ from me to create such an impression. 
Thank God that we are permitted to preach God’s mercy! But 
I want to impress upon your minds that the mercy which we preach, 
the only mercy of God which the Scriptures know, is a merey which 
does not sacrifice the justice of God, but one that is based upon 
satisfied justice, a mercy that has been rendered possible by the suffer- 
ing and death of the only-begotten Son of God, our dear Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

This very fact, and this fact alone, enabled Paul to speak of his 
death as gain. He did not base this conviction upon anything within 
himself, upon his own good works or his good conduct. Do you not 
notice that he prefaces this assertion with the remark: ‘For to me 
to live is Christ”? The reason for regarding his death as gain he 
finds in Christ. Paul had not always viewed the matter thus. There 
was a time when he was a bitter enemy of Christ, and of every one 
who professed faith in Christ. He even went so far as to persecute 
the Christians. He was on that kind of mission when the resurrected 
Christ took hold of him, and taught him the folly and sinfulness 
of his course. The outcome of that meeting was that Paul was 
called to be a minister of the Gospel, to receive instruction, and 
by this Gospel this greatest enemy of Christ was changed into a firm 
believer in Christ. He had learned that all his own supposed holiness 
and righteousness would never stand in the sight of God, and that 
if he had died before his conversion, his death would have been an 
indescribable loss. But by God’s grace he had learned to believe that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. This Christ became 
his one and all. He even went so far as to tell his congregations: 
“T determined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified.” 

Do you ask, Why such an astounding change in this man? I will 
answer: Because God Himself taught him that Christ, and Christ 
alone, has changed our loss in death into a/gain. You must read what 
he has to say to appreciate the truth of this statement fully. When 
you hear him exclaim exultantly: “Christ has abolished death, and 
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brought life and immortality to light,” and again: “O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ,” you will 
understand that Paul firmly believed that Christ through His suffer- * 
ing and death had fully satisfied the demands of God’s justice, and 
thus changed our temporal death, which led to the fearful loss of 
eternal damnation, into a gateway leading unto the glorious gain 
“of eternal life. That is precisely what Christ meant to Paul. Hence 
he had committed himself unto Christ. He lived in Christ, and 
Christ in him. Yea, his whole life now had but one source, one 
foundation, one aim and purpose, and that was Christ. 

Should he, then, fear death? Ah, no! His death would be gain 
to him. It would lead him unto Christ, lead him there where he 
might be with Him forevermore. It would lead him to see his Savior 
face to face. It would change his walking by faith into walking 
by sight. It would bring him into a full realization and a perfect 
enjoyment of his new life in Christ. 

“For me to die is gain.” Paul could say this not because he was 
an apostle, but because he was a Christian. Like unto him every 
Christian gains by dying. I say every Christian because the Bible 
states emphatically: “Whosoever believeth in Christ shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life.’ True enough, death may end 
a happy life here on earth, but it leads to the far greater happiness 
of eternal life; it may snatch us away from a circle of loved ones 
on earth, but it unites us with the loved ones, yea, with the dearest 
Friend in heaven; it may deprive us of the enjoyment of our tem- 
poral possessions, but it brings us into full enjoyment of the glorious 
eternal treasures before the throne of our God. We are thereby 
exchanging the temporal for the eternal, the earthly for the heavenly. 

My friend, do you want your death to be such a gain? You are 
going to die. Every tick of the clock brings your death just that 
much closer. Do you want your death to be gain? Oh, by God’s 
grace come to Him who said: “I am the Resurrection and the Life; 
he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 
Amen. 


IV. 
JAS. 5, 16. 

“What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!” Thus 
the Church sings with the Christian poet in that well-known church- 
hymn. What a volume of truth these words contain! Prayer is 
indeed a privilege, one of the grandest privileges which Christians 


76 TESTIMONIALS FOR OLD-FASHIONED TRUTHS. 


enjoy. Think of it! We poor sinful mortals are permitted to speak 
with the great Father in heaven, and make all of our wants and 
requests known unto Him. We are allowed to “ask Him with all 
boldness and confidence, as dear children ask their dear Father.” 

This privilege is by no means the result of our own merit or 
worthiness. We have not earned it, nor are we worthy of it. By sin 
we have rebelled against God, and deserved the rebel’s reward. But 
boundless grace has moved God to send His only-begotten Son into 
the world that by His suffering and death He might atone for our 
sins and reconcile us unto Himself; and for the sake of His Son 
He adopts us as His children and grants us the full privilege of 
a child. My friend, is prayer a privilege? I pray you, stop, and 
look, and listen, and wonder! Just this fact that it has been earned 
for us at so astounding a price as the holy, precious blood of Christ 
and His innocent suffering and death ought to move our hearts and 
lips to sing with humbler reverence, deeper gratitude, and higher joy: 
“What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!” 

It would seem, then, that men would eagerly enjoy and make 
use of this grand privilege. But just the opposite is true. How 
sorely is prayer neglected! What shameful reluctance, carelessness, 
and indifference do men show everywhere! I know full well that in 
our day many utterances are made which are supposed to be prayers, 
but that is about all you can say for them. They are far from being 
prayers in the Biblical sense of the term. They lack all fundamental 
requirements of a prayer. How often do not men say, “Let us pray,” 
and then follow up their invitation with all manner of elaborate 
phrases addressed to some Supreme Being or Deity which is the 
creation of their own mind, but surely not the God whom the Scrip- 
tures reveal. I refer here to all church-bodies, secret societies, and 
organizations that either openly deny the doctrine of the Triune God, 
or else purposely formulate their “prayers” so that no mention of 
Christ or the Triune God is made in them. Let no man deceive 
himself into believing that they can be called prayers. God’s Word 
makes it very plain that the Triune God is the only God, and that 
every true prayer must be addressed to Him. “Thou shalt worship 
the Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve,” again: “I will 
not give My glory to another,” are His unalterable statements. Again 
the Word of God states positively that Christ dare not be omitted. 
Jesus says: “All men should honor the Son even as they honor the 
Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father which 
hath sent Him.” That settles the matter once for all. Only a prayer 
to the Triune God is a true prayer. 
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Another fundamental requirement of a true prayer Jesus men- 
tions when He says: “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My 
name.” That expression leaves no room for doubt. We can pray 
to the Father only in Jesus’ name. What can the Savior mean by 
this expression? Consulting His Word elsewhere, we find that He 
means, on the one hand, that we are to ask “according to His will.” 
The things for which we ask must conform to His good will and 
pleasure. When we ask for things spiritual, we can come uncon- 
ditionally, because we know that they are always according to His 
will. But when we ask for temporal things, we do not know what 
really serves our best interests. He does. Being the omniscient God, 
and, furthermore, ever bent upon our welfare, He knows and wills 
that which is really for our good. On the other hand, to pray in His 
name means to pray relying upon Him and His merit. You and 
I have need of this. We cannot stand before God in our own right- 
eousness. We lack the perfection which God demands. We need 
Christ as our Mediator. We need His blood to wash away our guilt. 
We need the garments of His righteousness to cover our guilt. Even 
as of old Joseph’s brethren could not see his face unless they brought 
Benjamin with them, so we cannot come before God unless we have 
Christ, our Brother, with us. But having Him with us, we have 
access unto the Father; for God cannot and will not deny the merits 
of His only-begotten Son. 

St. James, in the text read to you, speaks of fervent prayer, and 
thereby mentions another fundamental requirement of a true prayer. 
This strikes at the root of another grave abuse of prayer. There 
were such in the days of Christ, and to this day there are such as 
imagine that they are praying when they recite certain formulas. 
The Savior pointed to the Pharisees as a warning example. Again 
He applied to the scribes and Pharisees the word of the prophet: 
“This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth and honoreth 
Me with their lips; but their heart is far from Me.” And who does 
not think here of that pertinent statement taken from Christ’s Sermon 
on the Mount: “When ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do; for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking” ? 
These statements deal the practise of thoughtless prayers a telling 
blow. They eliminate them from the category of prayer; yes, they 
really do not count them worthy of that name. If that could be 
ealled prayer, then you could teach a parrot to pray. No! A true 
prayer must proceed from the heart. The Bible knows no other. 
Well ought we take this matter to heart. How often are we guilty 
of saying our prayers and not praying them! How often do they 
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sink to the level of mere cold, thoughtless lip-service! It is no wonder 
that such prayers do not accomplish anything. 

True prayers, however, are a mighty power. Our text calls them 
“effectual,” and tells us that they avail much. By such prayers great 
things have been accomplished. I would like to call your attention 
to the fact that immediately following the assertion which our text 
makes it furnishes undeniable proof of the power of a true prayer. 
It reminds us of the great thing which Elijah accomplished by prayer. 
He prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained not on 
the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed 


again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her~ 


fruit. Again we know that by prayer Moses gained a decided victory 
over the Amalekites for the children of Israel. By prayer the dis- 
ciples of our Lord acomplished wonders. By prayer God’s people have 
called even the dead to life again. I might continue and greatly 
lengthen this list from the Word of God, but time is too short, and, 
besides, these instances surely suffice to prove the claim which our 
text makes. 

The point which we ought to consider here is, that this assertion 
of our text concerns also you and me. True prayer is still a mighty 
power, by which much can be accomplished. “It availeth much,” 
has been written to urge and encourage us to pray. God wants us 
to know that true prayer is not in vain, in order that we might grow 
all the more willing and anxious to make our requests known unto 
Him. This is not the only instance where God speaks of this. Think 
of the many admonitions to prayer which the Bible contains. Nearly 
all of them add the promise that God will hear prayer. Think how 
often our Savior speaks of prayer! What remarkably positive lan- 
guage He employs when He speaks of the answer to prayer! Hear 
Him saying: ‘Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Again: “Whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it you.” Again: 
“Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 

Such promises of God are no meaningless phrases. The guar- 
antee of Almighty God stands back of every one of them. Just this 
fact makes prayer such a mighty power. It calls the omnipotence 
of God into action. That is precisely what God has graciously con- 
sented to do for us. God is so eager and anxious to place His omnip- 
otence into our service, for the sake of what His Son has done for 
us, that He not only permits us to pray, but urges and commands 
us to do so. 

Oh, how this ought to arouse us from our carelessness and 
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indifference! How eagerly we ought to pray! How much more could 
be accomplished if there were more fervent prayer by the individual 
Christian, in the family circle, at the bedside of the sick and suffering, 
in our meetings in the house of God! Only too often does the Bib- 
lical accusation strike us: “Ye have not because ye ask not.” 

Do you pray? Are you a child of God who can pray? Are your 
prayers true prayers? God grant grace that we may learn to know 
prayer as a mighty power which God has placed into our hands, and 
that we may realize, experience, and appreciate more and more: 
“What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!’ Amen. 


V. 
JouN 14, 6. 


“Whom do men say that J, the Son of Man, am?” “Whom do 
ye” (z.e., My disciples) “say that I am?” “What think ye” (Phari- 
sees) “of Christ?” These questions of our Savior have sounded, and 
caused to be put on record, the opinions which men in general, and 
His disciples and His enemies in particular, held concerning Him. 
Jesus was anxious to have men know who and what He is. Such 
knowledge is absolutely essential to salvation. You may be ever 
so wise and learned in temporal matters, you may have all manner 
of degrees from colleges and universities, you may be a recognized 
authority in various fields of learning, if you do not know who and 
what Christ is, you are hopelessly lost. For that very reason the 
Savior has left no room for doubt about His person and work. He 
spoke of it again and again, sometimes in plain, simple language, 
sometimes in most excellent and striking figures of speech. In the 
text upon which we desire to focus our attention to-day He declares 
Himself to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life. _ 

When Christ calls Himself “the Way,” He means to say that 
He is the only way unto the Father, the only way unto heaven; 
for He adds: “No man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” Orig- 
inally no such way was necessary. When God had finished the crown- 
work of His wonderful creation, man was with God. The eating of 
the forbidden fruit ended this bliss) Man had chosen to trod the 
way of sin, and sin led away from God. Man was driven out of 
Paradise. There was now an awful chasm between the creature and 
his Maker. Sin had separated man from God. The road which our 
first parents chose to walk is truly a most horrible one, because it 
leads ever farther and farther away from God. It is not a pleasant 
thing about which to think, but it is a fact clearly taught in Holy 
Writ, that sin is an endless road leading the wayfarer unto the 
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horrible side of that great gulf which is fixed between heaven and 
hell, between God and the devil. 

Unto us sinners, who by nature are all walking that horrible way, 
Christ comes and says: “I am the Way that leads unto the Father.” 
Mark well, He does not say: I show the way, as so many in our 
day teach about Him when they present Him as nothing more than 
a pattern for our life. Ah, no! Christ says: “I am the Way.” If 
you stood on this side of the Grand Canyon of Colorado, and some 
one were to point out unto you some precious gem of inestimable 
value on the other side, and offer it to you if you will cross the deep 
chasm and get it, such an offer would be worthless. You could not 
cross. Thus it will never do to point out unto you the indescribale 
glories of eternal life and offer them to you if you will live like unto 
Christ. You cannot live like unto Him. The great yawning chasm 
of sin separates you from the glories of heaven. But Christ says: 
“T am the Way.” He has bridged that chasm. It was a staggering 
task, but He performed it. I call it staggering because it led the 
Savior through Gethsemane to Gabbatha and finally out to Golgotha. 
We are now in that season of the church-year when in our study 
we concentrate upon the extremely sad events which transpired there. 
Our time is too limited to enter in upon all of. the details. I want 
to ask you, however, to behold your Savior lying as a prostrate form 
upon the ground in the Garden of Gethsemane; again see Him 
standing before Pilate with His head crowned with thorns, His face 
bespattered, bloody and gory, His back bruised, battered, and beaten 
to pulp; finally view Him hanging upon the accursed tree of the 
cross a limp and lifeless form. This is the Christ who is the Way 
to the Father. In this way He became the way, for in this way He 
removed sin. 

“T am the Truth,” is another statement of the Savior in our text. 
There is so much in this world which lays claim to being the truth; 
but when the search-light is turned upon it, it turns out to be the 
rankest falsehood. This is especially true in the realm of religion. 
The devil, that father of lies, has filled the hearts and minds of men 
with all manner of religious falsehoods. When he succeeded in get- 
ting our first parents to doubt the truth of God’s statement concerning 
the forbidden fruit, he had brought them under the influence of his 
tyranny of lies. Oh, what horrible tyranny it has proved itself to be, 
entangling man ever deeper into that awful network of lies. You 
find this illustrated most convincingly in the various forms of hea- 
thenism, which still holds the majority of men under its baneful and 
destructive influence. What is this other than a system of religion 
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based upon the damnable lies which the mind of the devil has in- 
vented? The Word of our God says about this: “They changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worshiped and served the creature more 
than the Creator.” 

Into this deceived world Christ has come to bear witness unto 
the truth. This is His own declaration before Pilate. Which is that 
truth? He says: “I am the Truth.” He had come into the world 
to testify concerning Himself. And when you peruse the sacred ac- 
count of His life, there is surely no lack of such testimony. He leaves 
no room for doubt about His person. He is the “Son of Man,” but 
He is also the only-begotten Son of God. He and the Father are one. 
Not only did He declare this in so many words, but He furnished 
convincing and undeniable proof of it in His many wonderful works, 
which go begging for an explanation unless we accept them as proof 
of His divinity. But if this were the end of the testimony concerning 
Himself, you and I would have reason to quake and to tremble rather 
than to leap for joy. But thank God! The Truth has also revealed 
the purpose of His coming. He states: “The Son of Man is come 
to save that which was lost.” Again: “As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 
Thus He challenged the lie which Satan has injected into all other 
religions. Sift them down, and what have you? Nothing but the 
brazen lie: Man must save himself. Over against this Christ pro- 
claims: “Z save man.” That is the truth which God would have the 
world know. In this Christ, who is not only the Truth, but the saving 
Truth, God has revealed Himself unto men as the God, who desires 
our souls’ salvation. Not only did Christ claim to be this Truth, 
He proved it by His life. He actually saved man. His whole life, 
but especially the sad events which are crowded into the last few 
hours of His early life, prove that He is the Truth, the saving Truth. 

“T am the Life,” is Christ’s final statement. Again would I call 
your attention to the blessed condition of man before the Fall. He 
had life, true life. He lived in blessed communion with God. He 
was with God, and that is life. But sin entered and not only marred, 
but ended that life. It robbed the holiness in which God had created 
man. The result was that man was separated from God, the only 
Source of Life. He was wholly unfit to serve his Creator. “Dead 
in trespasses and sin,” is the description which the Word of God 
employs. True enough, he still had temporal life, but this was a 
living death, and even this temporal life was like worm-eaten fruit. 
Man was subject to temporal death, and then, yes, then, he faced 
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eternal death, eternal separation from God. My friend, do you realize 
into what a sorry plight sin has brought us? Remember this is true 
of you, of me, of every one among’ us. 

But, thank God! Christ has come to be our Life. He. entered 
into death for us. He endured the death which we had deserved. 
Do you see Him grappling with death in Gethsemane? That was 
for you. Do you see Him enduring the horrible tortures before His 
judges? Do you see how they inflict the horrors of crucifixion upon 
Him? That was for you. Do you hear Him crying out as He hangs 
upon the accursed tree: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?’ There He endured the most horrible feature of death. ‘“For- 
saken of God” — only the sufferers of eternal death cry thus. That 
was for you. Finally, do you see how He bows His head in death? 
That was for you. Jesus did this that He might destroy death and 
bring life and immortality to light. Yes, He did it that He might 
be our Life. The great Resurrection morn proved this beyond the 
shadow of a doubt. 

Beloved, God wants you to have this life. He does not desire 
your death, but wishes to reunite you with Himself as the only Source 
of true life. Do you ask how? Jesus says: “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life.” Again: “Whosoever believeth in Him 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” Without faith in Christ 
—only death; by faith in Christ —life! God grant us faith that 
we may live! Yes, O Christ, 


Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: 
Grant us that Way to know, 

That Truth to keep, that Life to win, 
Whose joys eternal flow. 


Houston, Tex. J. W. BeHnKxeEn. 


The Road to Success, or Self-Improvement. 


There are but few men in the world who are self-made, 
velf-acting, self-determined, self-opinioned. An infinite number 
of slaves and beggars relying and depending on others for sup- 
port and supply fill all corners of the earth. How many lack 
self-reliance and courage! How few are able to fill a position 
satisfactorily ! 

There is no more pitiful sight than to find a man unable 
to do the main work which his vocation requires. We expect 
a lawyer to be an expert in all questions of law, a politician 
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in civics, a physician in medicine, ete. Especially does this hold 
true as to the ministers of the Gospel. The main task of the 
pastor is to work out a good sermon. But are all pastors able 
to do this? Do you, Mr. Preacher, think, meditate, work out, 
and prepare your own sermons? Why not? Are you not able 
to do it? There is no excuse for you. You should be able to 
do it, holding a position that angels well covet. And if you go 
at it in the right way, you will be surprised to find how easy it 
is for you to accomplish that which now to you seems to be so 
hard, or even impossible. 

In the following articles I shall try to help you along in 
this as well as in a few other things. 


I. Wuy Some Far. 


Why do men fail? Why do they terminate in a disastrous 
wreck? The numerous failures who wish always to blame their 
misfortunes upon others or upon external circumstances find 
small comfort in statistics. What are the chief causes of failure 
in life? Let us enumerate them. The causes as compiled by 
those who have investigated the subject are as follows :— 

Bad habits; bad judgment; carelessness of details; dis- 
honest dealings; drifting with the tide; drinking; excessive 
smoking; extravagance; failure to appreciate one’s surround- 
ings; failure to grasp one’s opportunities; fooling away time; 
inattention; incompetency; indolence; lack of adaptation; of 
business methods; of conservatism; of close attention to one’s 
vocation; of holy ambition; of confidence and trust in God; 
of faithfulness; of careful accounting; of careful observation ; 
of definite purpose; of discipline in life; of manly character ; 
of enterprise; of pluck; of energy; of industry; of faith in 
one’s calling; of integrity; of judgment; of knowledge; of 
natural ability; of perseverance; of pure principles; of proper 
courtesy toward people; of promptness; of system; late hours; 
living beyond one’s income; no love for one’s calling; procras- 
tination; selfishness; self-indulgence in small vices; studying 
ease rather than vigilance; thoughtless marriages; undesirable 
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location; unwillingness to pay the price of success; unwilling- 
ness to bear privations; waste; yielding too easily to discour- 
agement. 

Surely, here is material enough for a hundred sermons if 
one cared to preach them. Here are causes that have made 
many lose their bearings, and they are now drifting about in 
search of an anchorage. 

There are so many elements that interfere with success. 
Health, natural aptitude, temperament, disposition, a right start 
in the right place, hereditary traits, good judgment, common 
sense, level-headedness, ete., are all factors which enter into 
one’s chance of success in life. We cannot go into much detail. 
We can only hang out the red flag over some of the dangerous 
places whereon many have been wrecked. 

People who do not get on, and who do not know why, do 
not realize the power of trifles to mar a career, what little things 
are killing their success or injuring their vocation. They do 
not realize how little things harm them, such as the lack of 
_ promptness or poor preparation. 

Men often fail because they do not realize that creeping 
paralysis, caused by dry rot, is gradually strangling their work. 
Many fail because they do not look conditions in the face when 
things go wrong, and do not adopt right and heroic methods, 
but continue to use palliatives, until the conditions are beyond 
cure. You must pull down the nests if the rooks should fly away. 

The lack of courage and lack of faith in one’s mission in 
life have caused not a few failures. 

Others fail because they did not keep up with the times; 
they fail to get ahead, and they plod along in mediocrity. They 
are round pegs in square holes. Others are not capable of 
coping with antagonism. They are surly, unaccommodating. 
They do not know how to handle men, Inability to get along 
with others, slave-driving methods, defective organizing ability, 
lack of system, have cut short many a career. If they would 
establish their position, it is incumbent upon them to dispose 
of these faults. 
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A great many men are ruined by side-lines, things outside 
their regular vocation. Such men seldom, if ever, succeed. 
Success depends upon efficiency, and efficiency is impossible 
without intense, persistent concentration. It is always the small 
man, never the big one, who has a side-line. Many of these 
men remain small, and are never able to rise to a high position 
because they split up their endeavor, dissipate their energy. 
Their side-line, in which they take an extravagant interest, 
ruins them. Side-lines are dangerous because they divert the 
mind, scatter effort, and nothing great can thus be accomplished. 
This error is committed very often. 

Many people are always driving success away from them 
by their rough, antagonistic manner and their pessimistic 
thought. By this they color the destiny of their whole career. 
They do not realize that they kill their prospects by their 
adverse mental attitude. 

A goodly number of people fail because they lose their 
courage. It seems to them that they are brought face to face 
with questions which they can neither solve nor elude. Which- 
ever horn of the dilemma they take hold of, they are sure to be 
gored by it. And when they get down, they do not know how 
to get up. Many are victims of their moods, slaves of de- - 
spondency. They are always filled with doubts and fears. 
Courage and an optimistic outlook upon life are imperative to 
the winner. They go far toward remedying those ills. But fear 
is fatal to success. Fear only multiplies our cares, makes our 
burdens many times heavier, and often is the mother of despair. 

Many men fail because their minds are not trained; they 
are not self-reliant, always depending on books and help and 
other people’s judgment and advice. They let other people do 
their thinking. They are not able to think and meditate for 
themselves. What a shame if a business-man cannot stand on 
his own feet! What a disgrace if the pastor of a congregation 
is not qualified with sufficient ability to produce a good sermon 
of his own! He certainly is a failure in his vocation because 
he lacks efficiency in his principal work. Many a man runs 
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his head against a pulpit who should have followed some other 
line. It is perfectly true that ministers fail like other men, 
from incapacity, dulness, laziness, half-heartedness, — from all 
the causes that cripple men’s intellects, and paralyze men’s 
energies. So long as parents continue to think that weak, sickly 
boys, who are unable to succeed in other vocations, will do for 
the ministry, the pulpit will continue to have its incapables. 
Others fail because of the disregard, almost contempt, of manner 
in speaking. They are not flames, but icicles; they preach to 
the head, not to the heart; they argue coldly. Who can wonder, 
when religious truth is offered in-this dry, phlegmatic manner, 
when the preacher reads his sermons, that these are so destitute 
of living energy, and fail to alarm the profligate, or to animate 
the desponding? The preacher may be armed with the best 
theological weapons, yet fail to win success from lack of skill 
in using them. 

Thousands fail because they never fall in love with their 
work. Work that is drudgery never succeeds; it falls flat, 
utterly flat; and it is flat and unattractive. When the spirit 
of love and enthusiasm goes out of our work, it leaves nothing 
but the corpse of failure. 

_ Every success-quality can be turned to one’s disadvantage 
through wrong use. No matter how broad and strong the dike 
may be, if a little hole lets the water through, ruin and disaster 
are sure. Possession of almost all the success-qualities may 
be absolutely nullified by one or two faults. 

No one can hope to succeed who is timid, who lacks spirit, 
resolution, and bravery, who has not the courage of his convic- 
tions, who always seeks for certainty before he ventures, who 
remains a sponge his lifetime, and always hides in a corner. 
Self-distrust, fear, and cowardice is the cause of most of our 
failures. In the assurance of strength there is strength, and 
they are the weakest, however strong, who doubt their own 
strength, power, and ability. They are always afraid to venture 
a thing, and thus they remain to be sponges. Be a contributor 
rather than a sponge. Become bold and gallant. The ruin 
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which overtakes so many is due, not so much to their lack of 
talent as to their lack of “nerve.” How many lovable persons 
we see, endowed with brilliant capacities, but cursed with yield- 
ing dispositions, filled with fright and timidity, — who are reso- 
lute in no undertakings and fixed in no principles! Are you 
one of these ? 

These are clouds without water. They seem as if they 
were the homes of refreshing showers, and as if they would open 
their treasures in gentle bountifulness; but never a drop comes 
from their showy parade! They have only the appearance of 
reviving ministries; the thirsty land remains parched, and her 
fertility is checked. Those men are like these rainless clouds. 
They seem to be real, but they carry no vital wealth. They 
move about in the world, delusive presences, bearing the promise 
of refreshing, and yet only mocking us, like a mirage on the 
desert waste. They are failures. They are like empty cisterns 
and not like inexhaustible wells. Ps.37,39: “But the salvation 
of the righteous is of the Lord; He is their Strength in the 
time of trouble. And the Lord shall help them.” 


Be Thou at my right hand, 

Then I can never fail; 

Uphold Thou me, and I shall stand, 
Fight, and I must prevail. 


Il. Becin to Improve Now; Do Nor Warr ror GoipEen 
OpporRTUNITIES. 


Begin now. There is no moment like the present. ‘Are 
you in earnest? Seize this very minute; what you can do, or 
dream you can, begin it.” Make hay while the sun shines. 
Putting off usually means leaving off. Do not wait for special 
opportunities to come. Begin to improve now. First of all, 
be prompt. Promptness takes the drudgery out of an occu- 
pation. Promptness is the mother of public favor and gives 
credit. 

The prompt man, the decided man, does not wait for favor- 
able circumstances; he does not submit to events; events must 
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submit to him. The vacillating man is ever at the mercy of 
the opinion of the man who talked with him last. 

Do not expect too much from books. The use of books 
must be found outside their own lids. The culture of books 
often is gained at the cost of vigor and rugged strength. The 
bookworm has lost the power to grapple with men and things. 

Do not wait for extraordinary opportunities. Seize com- 
mon occasions, and make them great. This is a point which 
inevitably presents itself, and which it is well to note at the 
outset. ‘Who waits to have his task marked out shall die and 
leave his errand unfulfilled.” (Lowell.) Weak men wait for 
opportunities, strong men make them. Whatever people may 
think of you, do that which you believe to be right. Be alike 
indifferent to censure or praise. 

Each moment brings us to the threshold of some new oppor- 
tunity. ‘We look too high for things close by.” Many who 
think they are poor are rich in opportunities. It is a sorry 
day for a man who cannot see any opportunities where he is, 


but thinks he can do better somewhere else. Every minute of 3 


your life, every new day, every new year is a golden opportunity. 


Every new acquaintance, every conversation, every sermon is an q 
opportunity. Golden opportunities are nothing to laziness, but — 


industry makes the commonest chances golden. Do not wait 
for your opportunity. Make it. 

And then exploit that opportunity, utilize it, make the best 
of it, though it were but the commonest thing in the world. But 
do not postpone it. Begin at once. Be not afraid to commence. 
I am reiterating this in the most emphatic manner. 


Many a man has accomplished nothing of worth to himself a 
or the world simply because he did not dare to commence things. — 


We therefore have no alternative but this: Begin! Begin!! 


Begin!!! Do itnow. Do not hesitate. Do not wait any longer. 


Meanwhile the mighty debt runs on, 
The dread account proceeds, 

And your not doing is set down 
Among your darkest deeds. 
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Ill. You Do Nor Nerp Trempnpovus GIFtTs. 


Do you doubt your final success because of your inferior 
qualities? Many think that they cannot succeed because they 
have not extraordinary gifts. But they think so without any 
reason. Their skepticism is unwarranted. They labor under 
an initial misconception. It is one of those many false con- 
ceptions which have obtained currency, and, having once become 
current, are so difficult to banish from circulation. They think 
that it takes especial genius to become successful in one’s work. 
This, however, is a great error. 

No one should be disappointed because he was not endowed 
with tremendous gifts in the cradle. The truth is you do not 
need especial gifts, genius, and talent to become successful; you 
need only the common every-day qualities. Only the humble 
virtues — diligence, patience, and endurance — are necessary to 
accomplish great things, to be successful in your vocation. Do 
the best you can wherever your lot be cast. Success lies in act- 
ing well your part, and this every one can do. 

No one need doubt that the world has use for him. Nature 
never lets a man rest until he has found his place. Better be 
a first-rate hod-carrier than a second-rate anything. ‘Whatever 
you are by nature, keep to it; never desert your line of talent. 
Be what nature intended you for, and you will succeed.” No 
man can be ideally successful until he has found his place. 

Every person has a special adaptation for his own peculiar 
part in life. Wellington was considered a dunce by his mother. 
Sir Walter Scott was called a blockhead by his teacher. Crom- 
well was a farmer until forty years old. These men had not 
yet found their right place in life. They were as yet round 
pegs in square holes. But how successful they became when 
they found their places! Then they had found their real calling. 
This is admirably illustrated in a passage from Franklin, say- 
ing: “He that hath a calling hath a place of profit and honor. 
A plowman on his legs is higher than a gentleman on his knees.” 

Be a whole man at everything, a whole man at study, in 
work, and in play. Think less of yourself and more of others. 
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Mingle freely with people. Book-knowledge is valuable, but 
the knowledge which comes from mind intercourse is invaluable. 

The habit of precision and accuracy strengthens the men- 
tality, improves the whole character, and forwards our success. 

One would fain believe that, if success does not depend on 
our especial gifts, it must be the ripe fruit of good luck. Hap- 
pily this belief cannot be indulged in conformity with the facts. 
What is called good luck is generally the prerogative of valiant 
souls. It is the final effort that brings victory. Most of the 
great things in the world have been accomplished by grit and 
pluck. The race is not always to the swift,—they stumble 
that run fast. The battle is not always to the strong. There 
are innumerable golden opportunities open to him who will try. 
In most eases it is not lack of ability that holds men down, but 
lack of industry. If we admit this, we virtually abandon the 
broadway of slovenliness and start on the narrow path that leads 
to suecess. For industry, coupled with God’s blessing, is sure 
to achieve a perfectly satisfying success; yea, such God-blessed 
industry is the mother of true success. 

Do not feel sorry that you are not as brilliantly gifted as 
some others are. ‘There are diversities of gifts,” 1 Cor. 12, 4. 
Some have extraordinary gifts, others not. You do not need 
extraordinary gifts to succeed. Only use the common qualities 
that you can call your own faithfully and diligently. 

The greatest men will ever be those who have risen from 
the ranks. Napoleon, after much hard toil and drudgery and 
years of patient waiting, at last was placed at the head of the 
best troops Europe ever saw. Cromwell made his own army; 
he never saw an army till he was forty; before that he had 
worked on a farm. Lincoln, who united a nation, in his youth 
split rails on his father’s farm. It is said that there are ten 
thousand chances to one that genius, talent, and virtue shall 
issue from a farmhouse rather than from a palace. “The best 
men always make themselves” (Patrick Henry). True, God 
governs all things, and everything depends on His divine bless- 
ing, but He wants us to use our common faculties diligently. 


” 
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The power which inheres in a trained faculty of observa- 
tion is priceless. Hundreds of people can talk for one who 
ean think; but thousands ean think for one who can see. 

A person who strenuously uses his natural, God-given facul- 
ties can command innumerable resources, and to him golden 
opportunities are plentiful. Another with equally good gifts, 
who, however, does not utilize them, will fall short. From the 
same material one man builds a palace and another a hovel. 
Note the difference and— ponder the lesson. 

Many of us consider our natural gifts poor, mean, and 
inadequate as compared with those of others; but if we are 
willing to work on and up, we can, under God’s bountiful bless- 
ing, by patience and persistence, raise the value of our raw 
material to almost fabulous heights. Every man has great 
opportunities and may become almost anything if he is willing 
to labor. 

First of all, you must be willing. Learn to will decisively 
and strongly. It is not talent or genius that men lack, it is the 
will to labor; it is the purpose to succeed even under the greatest 
hardships. Diligence and endurance are the factors which 
accomplish great things in the world. “In idle wishes fools 
supinely stay: Be there a will, and wisdom finds a way.” It is 
astonishing what men who have come to their senses late in life 
have accomplished by a sudden resolution and a strong will. 
The achievements of will-power are simply beyond computation. 
Scarcely anything seems impossible to the man who can will 
strong enough and long enough. 

History is full of examples of men who have redeemed 
themselves by the firm resolution of an iron will. The conscious- 
ness of being looked upon as inferior, as incapable of accomplish- 
ing what others accomplish ; the sensitiveness at being considered 
a dunce, has stung many a man into a determination which has 
elevated him far above those who laughed at him. 

The persistent thought that you are not as good as others, 
that you are a weak, ineffective being, will lower your whole 
standard of life and paralyze your ability. Many people make 
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a very poor showing because there is no “pep,” no vim and 
vigor, in their efforts. Their resolutions are spineless; there 
is no backbone in their endeavor—no grit in their ambition. 
“Only be thou strong and very courageous,” were the words of 
the Lord to Joshua. One reason why so many of us are so 
pinched and narrow is because we do not have enough courage 
in ourselves, and we fear to undertake things. We are held 
back by too much caution. We are timid about venturing. We 
are not bold enough. Fearlessness can make a one-talent man 
a success, while a ten-talent man without it would fail. 

What miracles intrepidity has wrought! What seemingly 
impossible deeds it has helped to perform! If we brood too 
much over our inferiority, we thereby put it into ourselves. 
We think ourselves into smallness. We must get rid of this 
by remembering that we have a great task to perform in this 
life; we owe something to the world in which we live. We are 
indebted to the world both for what it has done for us, and 
what we can do for the world. We must pay our debt to the 
world. A debt is something owed. Our word “ought” comes 
from the word “owe.” “We ought” means, “we owe it.” Don’t 
think yourself too small to do something for the world. You 
owe it, you can do it. When we think this through to a con- 
clusion, we confront one of life’s greatest duties. It is our 
duty; and “the path of duty is the way to glory.” 

We are hampered by our timidity. We are handicapped 
by our foolish convictions of inefficiency. There is no man in 
the whole world that can help us do a thing when we think ~ 
we cannot do it. Pluck and a strong resolution must lead the 
way. This courage on our part has its foundation in a beney- 
olent, omnipotent Helper, the powerful Maker of the universe. 
We can say, “I can do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me.” We have the divine promise: “What things soever 
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” It is doubt and fear, timidity and cowardice, 
that hold us down and keep us in mediocrity, doing petty things 
when we are capable of sublime deeds. 
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Habit is a principle of human nature, which we must use 
to increase the efficiency and ease of our work in life. If aman 
does a thing once, it is easier the second time, and at length it 
will be done without effort. We are apt to overlook the physical 
basis of habit. Every repetition of an act makes us more likely 
to perform that act, and discovers in our wonderful mechanism 
a tendency to perpetual repetition, whose facility increases in 
exact proportion to the repetition. Finally the original act 
becomes voluntary from a natural reaction. 

At any rate, get rid of the idea that you cannot be suc- 
cessful without tremendous gifts. Be sure that with the help 
of God you will be successful if you use your common qualities 
as best you can. Do not shirk the drudgery of little things in 
daily life; perform them faithfully. 

A quiet lot in life is mine, 

Made up of little things; 

Teach me to do as unto Thee 

The duties each day brings. 
Faithful in that which is the least, 
Dear Master, I would be; 


That makes successful daily work — 
A thing that pleaseth Thee. 


TV. Maxxr Economicat Usr or Wuat You Have. 


Couple your best with the things in your reach. The best 
countenances the old painters have bequeathed to us are those 
of cherished objects near them. The face of Raphael’s mother 
blends with the angelic beauty of all his Madonnas. Titian’s 
daughter and the wife of Correggio again and again meet in 

| their works. Utilize well what you have. Couple your best 
with your sincerity. Do what you can. Angels can do no more. 

Christian service is not a matter of dimension. It is 

~ fidelity to the duty next at hand. It is being faithful in little 
things. Remember the supreme importance of little things. 
“They are but little at the first, but mighty at the last.” First 
a little seed, but it takes root, sprouts up, and grows into a tree. 
All the great things in the world had an insignificant beginning ; 
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they were at first very little things. And these are the things 
that we can do, but every day neglect. 

Do not wait for a higher position or a larger salary. 
Rather enlarge the position you already occupy; put originality 
of method into it; fill it as it never was filled before. Practise 
what you know, and you shall attain to higher knowledge. 
If you are not faithful in doing the little things, how can you 
expect to be entrusted with great things? No gain is more 
certain than that which proceeds from the economical use of 
what we have. All must be worked up into power. Never 
be loath to learn new things. “Give every man thine ear, but 
few thy voice; take each man’s censure, but reserve thy judg- 
ment.” (Hamlet.) 

_ Economy is wealth. A little practical education that has 
become a part of one’s being and is always available, will accom- 
plish more *than knowledge far more extensive that cannot be 
utilized. A pebble in the sling of a David who knows how 
to send it to the mark is more effective than a Goliath’s pon- 
derous weapon which he cannot use to any advantage. Make, 
therefore, an economical use of the little knowledge you possess. 
Exercise thrift, the most valued of all habits. Thrift is the 
great fortune-maker. 

The word thrift in its origin means the grasping or holding 


fast the things that we have. Thrift is care and prudence in © 


the management of one’s resources. It implies economy, care- 
fulness, as opposed to waste and extravagance. It involves self- 
denial and frugal living for the time being, until the prosperity — 
which grows out of thrift permits the more liberal indulgence. 

Thrift is measured not by the pound, but by the penny; 
not by the dollar, but by the cent. Do not cast the cent aside 
as insignificant. Rightly viewed, not even the meanest object 
is insignificant; all objects are as windows through which the 
wise man looks into final success itself. Despise not the rag — 
from which man makes paper, or the litter from which the earth © 
makes corn. Nothing hitherto was ever stranded, cast aside; 


THE ROAD TO SUCCESS, OR SELF-IMPROVEMENT. 95 


all, and were it only a withered leaf, works together with all. 
One day, when in London, an English manufacturer came across 
a heap of silk waste. He bought it at a half-penny a pound, 
and was laughed at. But then came the startling announcement 
that he had produced a machine which at small cost turned the 
waste rubbish into beautiful fabrics. 

Save the little things. Saving is the first great principle 
of suecess. It creates independence, it fills a man with vigor, 
it stimulates him with proper energy, it brings to him happiness 
and contentment. 

Practise and promote the thrift-habit. Thrift is the very 
foundation of individual efficiency, and individual efficiency is 
the foundation of success. Shun all selfish pleasures and in- 
dulgences which not only drain the purse, but sap the physical 
strength and undermine the health of brain and body. The 
majority do not even try to practise self-control; they are not 
willing to sacrifice present enjoyment, ease, for larger future 
good. They spend their health at the time for transient grati- 
fication, for the pleasure of the moment, with little thought for 
to-morrow, and then they envy others who are so well and 
brillant. They store up neither money, health, and strength, 
nor knowledge and brain-power for the future. 

The squirrels know that it will not always be summer. 
They store food for the winter, which their instinct tells them 
is coming; but multitudes of human beings store nothing, con- 
sume everything as they go along, so that when sickness and 
old age come, there is no reserve, nothing to fall back upon. 
Washington, the founder of our nation, gave voice to rules for 
personal and national success in the following words: “Economy 
makes happy homes and sound nations. Instil it deep.” And 
again: “TI cannot enjoin too strongly upon you a due observance 
of economy and frugality.” 

By the habit of thrift you will gain self-control, better 
health, self-respect, a truer manhood, a more permanent con- 
tentment and satisfaction. There is an impressive fact in the 
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Gospel-story of the Prodigal Son. The statement: “He wasted 
his substance in riotous living,” means more than: he wasted 
his funds. It implies that he wasted himself. Thrift is not 
only one of the foundation-stones of a fortune, but also one 
of character. The habit of thrift improves the quality of the 
character. The economical use of what we have usually means 
the saving of a man—money, health, brains, memory, man- 
hood, self-respect, happiness. It means cutting off indulgences 
or avoiding vicious habits which are ruinous. It often means 
health in the place of dissipation. It often means a clear 
instead of a cloudy and muddled brain. 


Furthermore, the saving habit, the exercise of your mental 
faculties, the economical use of what you know, indicates an 
ambition to get on and up in the world. It develops a spirit 
of independence, of self-reliance. It is an indication of many 
sterling qualities. It certainly is a factor in self-improvement, 
and helps you along on the road to success. 

Make it a rule never to despair even if you feel your own 
strength fail. God has in store for us yet more and richer 
resources. Pray to Him: O Lord, Thou dost assign to each 
man his duties according to his ability, and dost want us to . 
eat our bread in the sweat of our brow. Behold, on Thy word 
I have cast out the net of my calling, as we are to live of honest 
labor. May my toil and labor not be lost, but grant that, “work- 
ing with my hands,” I may sueceed. May Thy blessing —on 
which all depends—ever attend my efforts, I bringing them 
to a successful issue without impairing the interests of others. 
Let me make economical use of what I have. Cause Thy bless- 
ing to increase as time goes on; bless our “basket and our 
store.” O Lord, make my heart glad and my face joyful; give 
me health, life, and success. 


When earth can comfort us no more, 
Nor human help availeth, / 

The Maker comes Himself, whose store 
Of blessing never faileth. 
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V. Be Dererminep, anv Surmounr Ary Dirricuntiss. 


The world makes way for the determined man. Prompt 
decision and whole-souled action sweep the world before them. 
The world in its very heart admires the stern, determined doer. 
It calls out to him: 

There’s a brave fellow! There’s a man of pluck! 

A man who’s not afraid to say his say, 

Though a whole town’s against him. — Longfellow. 
The truest wisdom is a resolute determination. Let him first 
be a man. Manhood is greater than any career. In the great 
race of life common sense has the right of way. 

You have your own special place and work in life. Find 
it, fill it. It may seem very low and common, but it may be 
a stepping-stone to something higher. 


*Tis a common proof 
That lowliness is young ambition’s ladder. — Shakespeare. 


You can succeed like others. What has been done can be done 
again. Take arms against a sea of troubles. Never give up, 
let come what may; stick to your aim. It is this keeping right 
on that wins in the battle of life. When we have conquered 
our misfortunes, they become our helpers. Oh, the glory of an 
unconquerable will! ‘Nothing harder if one knows not how 
to will it; nothing easier, if one wills it.”” (Alexander Dumas. ) 

Nothing else is more fascinating than the romance of 
achievement under difficulties which encumber. It is not every 
calamity that is a curse, and adversity is often a blessing. 
“Sweet are the uses of adversity.” Surmounted difficulties not 
only teach, but hearten us in our future struggles. Adversity is 
the prosperity of the great. 

No matter how threatening things may appear, never 
despair; never imagine that all is beyond help; believe firmly 
that God is nearest when the need is greatest. “Wait on the 
Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart.” 
Ps. 27,14. Prosperity and adversity, joy and sorrow, have their 
seasons. God has ordered all things. Do not oppose His holy 
will. Do not delve into His mystery and manner, but say: 

tS 
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“Thy will be done.” Keep up courage under all circumstances ; 
be determined, and surmount all difficulties. ‘This also cometh 
from the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel and 
excellent in working.” Is. 28, 29. 

It is the north wind that lashes men into Vikings. Storms 
make trees more hardy. “A cold May and a windy makes the 
barn fat and findy.” Many men owe the grandeur of their 
lives to their tremendous difficulties. These call out great 
qualities, and make greatness possible. Trials unlock our vir- 
tues; defeat is the threshold of our victory. Men of mettle 
turn disappointments into helps as the oyster turns into pearl 
the sand which annoys it. Small men under difficulties ery 
out in despair and say, “We are lost.”” Great men are deter- 
mined to overcome the difficulties and say, “Though I walk 
in the midst of trouble, Thou wilt revive me.” Ps.138,7. “Be 
strong and of good courage; fear not, nor be afraid of them.” 
Deut. 31,6. Little minds are tamed-and subdued by misfor- 
tunes; but great minds rise above them. They bid defiance to 
all difficulties. 

There is no more helpful and profiting exercise than sur- 
mounting obstacles. When God wants to educate a man, He 
does not send him to school to the Graces, but to the Necessities. 
The best tools receive their temper from fire, their edge from 
grinding. Through the pit and the dungeon Joseph came to 
a throne. In the necessity for exertion we find the chief source 
of human advancement. Kossuth called himself “a tempest- 


tossed soul, whose eyes have been sharpened by affliction.” God — 


knows where the richest melodies of our lives are, ‘and what 
drill and what discipline are necessary to bring them out. - 
We do our best while fighting desperately to attain what 
the heart desires. The most beautiful as well as the strongest 
woods are found not in tropical, but in severe climates, where 


they have to fight the frosts and the winter’s cold. Though you 
try hard, but often fail, never give up. Our greatest glory is — 
not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall. After 
much discontent and vacillation we become wary, wise, prompt, — 
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and content. The efficient man is always growing. He draws 
from adversity the elements of greatness. Misfortune is a 
stepping-stone for genius, a treasure for the skilful man. 

We must “be strong and of a good courage.” Josh. 1, 6. 
We must realize our adaptability to great ends; we must resolve 
to struggle, to endure trials and tests, to pay the necessary price, 
confident that the result will pay us well for all our efforts. 
We must be ready to overcome many difficulties on the road 
to success. A man upon whom continuous sunshine falls is like 
the earth in August: he becomes parched and dry, and hard 
and close-grained. 

Difficulties and obstacles are a stumbling-block and an 
abyss only for the feeble. It is only the weak and undecided 
who halt before them. The strong man, the man with an iron 
will, the man with a decided determination that nothing shall 
check his career, is sure, if he has perseverance and grit, to 
succeed with the help of God. You cannot defeat the deter- 
mined mind, the mind with a consecrated aim, a good conscience, 
and an undaunted confidence in God’s power and willingness 
to help. Such a firm and decisive spirit is invincible. When 
he is recognized, it is curious to see how the space clears around 
him and leaves him room and freedom. There is no insuperable 
difficulty to him who has God for his sword and buckler in the 
battle of life. 

The boulder which was an obstacle in the path of the weak 
becomes a stepping-stone in the pathway of the resolute. The 
difficulties which dishearten one man only stiffen the sinews of 
another, who looks on them as a sort of mental spring-board 
by which to vault across the gulf of failure to the sure, solid 
ground of full success. 

A fruit-grower was making the rounds of the California 
nurseries looking for twenty thousand young prune-trees to be 
ready for planting in ten months. Not a nursery would under- 
take so impossible a task. But when Luther Burbank heard of 
this man, he sought him and took the contract to furnish the 
trees. He planted almonds because they were of hurried growth, 


nd 
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and when they sprouted, he secured from the surrounding or- 
chards prune-buds. These were budded into the almond-trees, 
which now became prune-trees. In a little over half of the 
ten months’ limit Burbank had delivered these prune-trees 
ready for planting. That was the beginning of his fortune and 
his fame. 

The world always stands aside for the determined man. 
Napoleon had applied for every vacant position for seven years 
before he was recognized, but meanwhile he studied with all 
his might. That English manufacturer for nearly ten years 
put all the profit from his mills into experimental machinery 
for the utilization of silk waste rubbish; but to-day from all 
parts of the world waste silk pours into his great Manningham 
mills to come forth worth hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
You will find no royal road to your triumph. One of the com- 
monest of common virtues is perseverance, yet it has been the 
opening sesame of more fast-locked doors of opportunity than — 
have brilliant tributes. Difficulties will sink before it, where © 
they had appeared mountain high. The romance of persever- 
ance under especial difficulties is one of the most fascinating — 
subjects in history. 

Do you labor under the difficulty of physical weakness, — 
disease, and suffering? You may succeed in spite of all that. ; 
The history of human triumphs over difficulties shows that the 
weak, the sick, the suffering, the deformed, have often outrun — 
the strong and hale to the goal of success, in spite of tremendous 4 
physical handicaps. Many such instances might be cited. You 
have more and better chances than they could ever dream of. 
Overcome your much smaller difficulties, and determine to im-— 
prove and be successful. In passing through the valley of Baca, 
make it a well. Have an undying courage and confidence. Say 
with a trustful heart: : 


Whate’er my God ordains is good. And take content 

He never will deceive me; What He hath sent; i 
He leads me by the proper path, His hand that sends my sadness" 
I know He will not leave me, Will turn my tears to gladness. — 
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VI. Suun Serr-ryputcence, Dissipation, anD WASTE 
oF Enerey. 


For all who seek self-improvement “there is a lion in the 
way,” the lion of self-indulgence, and it is only by the conquest 
of this enemy that progress is assured. Never connive at your 
faults and extravagances, however little they may appear; you 
must shun them, conquer them. Some ery out against sin, even 
as the mother cries out against her child, when she calls it slut 
and naughty girl, and then falls to hugging and kissing it. 

Beware of little extravagances; a small leak will sink 
a big ship. Some little weakness, some self-indulgence, want 
of decision, lack of persistence, shirking from duty, have 
wrecked many a career. Sweet and seemingly innocent delights 
often have bitter and violent ends. 

He is a wise man who wastes no energy on pursuits for 
which he is not fitted. The dissipation of strength or hope 
is fatal to prosperity even in the most attractive field. The 
great evil in life is dissipation. Washington, the father of our 
country, once gave out the warning: “Promote frugality and 
industry, and avoid dissipation.” If we would become suc- 
cessful and remain a great and happy nation, it is necessary 
to avoid dissipation. If we indulge in this evil and drain the 
cup of life’s pleasures to the dregs, we must not complain if 
we find those dregs bitter enough. And it makes no difference 
whether our dissipations are coarse or fine — they keep us from 
success; they hold us down in ignominious vassalage. 

Everything is good which takes away one plaything and 
delusion more, and sends us home to add one stroke of faithful 
work. Rivet every faculty upon one unwavering aim. Do not 
let the thorns which appear in every vocation, or temporary 

_Mespondency, or disappointment, shake your purpose. Definite- 
ness of aim is characteristic of all true art. “Not many things, 
but much,” is a good motto. The man who scatters himself 
upon many objects soon loses his energy, and with his energy 
his enthusiasm. 

The man who is forever looking about to see what he can 
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find never finds anything. The decided man, the punctual man, 
can do twice as much as the undecided and dawdling man who 
never quite knows what he wants. If we look for nothing in. 
particular, we find just that and no more. Your motto must 
be, “Act now! Do it instantly!” This is the only way to check 
the propensity to dawdling. 

The world is full of theoretical, one-sided, impractical men. 
Most of their faculties have atrophied and died. The college 
graduate often mistakes his crutches for strength. He inhabits 
an ideal realm where common sense rarely dwells. The world 
cares little for his theories or his encyclopaedic knowledge. 
A writer called the Frenchman La Harpe an oven which was 
always heating, but which never cooked anything. The world 
has no use for theoretical, impractical men who waste their 
energy on much knowledge which they are not able to utilize. 
“No great deed is done by falterers who ask for certainty” 
(George Eliot). What good are powers, faculties, unless we 
can use them? What good would a chest of tools do a carpenter 
unless he could use them? A college education, a head full of 
knowledge, are worth little to the men who cannot use them 
to some definite end. 

The great lack of the age is want of thoroughness. How 
seldom do you find a man who is willing to take time to prepare 
for his life work! A little education is all they want, a little 
smattering of books, and then they are ready for business, for 
their life vocation. Everybody is in a hurry. People are not 
willing to lay broad, deep foundations. 

Many a man fails to become a great man by splitting into 
several small ones, choosing to be a tolerable Jack-of-all-trades, 
rather than to be an unrivaled specialist. Men often fancy 
themselves strongest in those departments of intellectual effort 
where they are the weakest, and waste precious hours upon some ~ 
art in which they are doomed to lasting mediocrity. Who will 
deny that a vast amount of talent in society thus runs to waste? 

O Lord, let me shun self-indulgence, dissipation, and waste — 
of energy. Thy strength is made perfect in weakness. Thou — 
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doest great deeds that cannot be fathomed, and miracles that 
cannot be counted. I call upon Thee, O Most High, to give 
success to my efforts. Provide me with strength from on high, 
and give me of the wisdom that is perpetually about Thy throne, 
that it may be with me and assist me in my work. And since 
all depends on Thy divine blessing, I now pray Thee, O my 
God, remember me in Thy rich mercy and bless all I do, that 
I may begin all my undertakings prudently and bring them 
to a happy issue. 


In every enterprise, 

Lord, counsel me, advise; 
Speed all my work; in favor 
And blessing crown my labor. 


Morris, Minn. F. KE. Pascus. 


The Woman in the Church. 
( Concluded.) 


Grecian WoMEN. 


Virtuous Grecian women during the apostolic age, and long 
before, were seldom or never in public assemblies, except as 
converts to Judaism or Christianity. The condition of pagan 
Grecian women was far inferior to that of their Hebrew sisters. 
When converted and introduced to Christian assemblies, it 
materially exalted their conceptions and desires, and female 
vanity might easily creep in under the name of Christian free- 
dom. (Lange, on 1 Cor. 11, 5.6.) Pagan Grecian men had but 
little respect for the character of woman, and regarded her 
capacities as much inferior to their own. (Smith, Greek and 
Roman Antiquities, p. 621.) Aristotle put her relation to man 
as that of subject to governor, and asserted that “if she have 
will, it is a will without rights, and if she have virtues, they 
are kindred to those of slaves.” Though Plato’s ideal education 
extended equally to both sexes, his ideal community of wives 
and ideal nudity of woman in the palestra were degrading to 
the popular estimate of her character. (Jowett’s Plato.) Smith 
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says (Greek and Roman Antiquities): “The Grecian high 
poetical ideals of woman had no counterpart in actual life. 
The Athenian woman was in no respect the equal of her 
husband; she was not the entertainer of his guests or the 
mistress of his house, but only his housekeeper and the mother 
of his children. She took no part in military or political 
matters.” 


Virtuous Grecian women, previous to marriage, were 
chiefly confined at home. After marriage they were not allowed 
to leave their dwellings except upon special permission of their 
husbands. At marriage-feasts, contrary to the custom on other 
public occasions, women as well as men were invited, though 
they sat with the bride at a table separate from those occupied 
by the men. (Smith, /.c., p.620.) In Sparta, Olympia, and 
Crete married women did not attend gymnastic contests, though 
the unmarried did, and often engaged in them. (Ibid.) The 
life of a Greek woman of good reputation was one of strict 
seclusion. She lived with her children and servants in what 
was called the gynaeconitis, always in the rear of the dwelling, 
or, in Homer’s time, in the upper story. The men occupied 
the andronitis, the front first story and chief part. Strangers 
were never admitted to the apartments for women. As a rule, 
the virtuous women were not well educated, except in the duties 
of a housekeeper. The unvirtuous women were often well 
educated, like Aspasia, the famous mistress of Pericles. (Prof. 
Edw. North, Hamilton College.) The superior education of 
some of the hetaerae was owing to their unrestrained social — 
intercourse with men. Virtuous wives were, in general, shut — 
out from the thoughts and aspirations of intellectual society. 
They could not mingle with men, nor yet with educated cour- 
tesans — enemies of their peace — who associated with their | 
husbands. No women but the hetaerae could listen to the 
philosophers in the arcades or to the orators in the Areopagus. - 
None but they could ride through the streets with uncovered 
face and in richness of apparel. With their society the men 
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became familiar, and instead of loving their own wives, often 
treated them as furniture and chattels. (Sanger’s History of 
Prostitution, p. 54.) Doellinger says (Gentile and Jews, Vol. 2, 
p. 237): “If retirement, restraint, ignorance of the world, and 
legalized respect were the portion of married women, freedom, 
education, and the homage of men, ending in contempt, fell to 
the lot of the hetaerae. Young women destined for this pursuit 
received a careful education, such as was denied daughters in- 
tended for the married state. Hence the hetaera was con- 
nected with the arts, the literature, and even the religion of her 
country; and this gave her a kind of historical importance.” 


In such society it was of great moment that the Apostle 
should guard the Christian women against all dress and behavior 
that would liken them to the vicious. Addressing religious 
assemblies would bring suspicion upon them and disgrace upon 
the Church. Appearing in those assemblies at all was for them 
a marked degree of advancement. One class of-Grecians, how- 
ever, the Dorians, allowed comparatively free and unrestrained 
intercourse between the sexes, and that naturally led to the 
charge of licentiousness against them. (Smith, /. ¢., p. 621.) 

Virtuous Greek women going from home customarily wore 
a veil or light shawl upon the head, with which they could cover 
their faces when in the presence of men. (Smith.) Spartan 
married women never appeared in public unveiled, though the 
young unmarried did. (Smith.) In such society and cireum- 
stances the Christian Greek women must have felt constrained 
to wear their veils in the larger religious assemblies. Wearing 
the veil would of itself nearly compel silence, and throwing it 
off to speak would invite scandal. If some in their zeal were 
willing to incur all risks, and, besides appearing in church, to 
displace their veils and engage in asking and answering ques- 
tions in public, the Apostle thought it not becoming or wise, 
especially so, because, unless they were actually inspired, and 
the Lord should not be hindered from speaking through them, 
they could as well put their questions to their husbands at home. 
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Roman WomMeEN. 


With customs relative to woman’s “silence” among the 
Romans, we have not so much to do, for Paul’s restrictions 
relative to “silence” were especially concerning Grecian women. 
The chief of what he wrote was to the church at Ephesus and 
Corinth, and all this before he ever went to Rome; and all 
that he wrote was while he was in Grecian or Roman society. 
But we might remark here that the condition of Roman women 
under the emperors, which was the time of the Apostles, was 
miserable and degraded. We need not expand here on the moral 
corruption of that period. 

Roman as well as Grecian and Hebrew women customarily 
wore the veil in the presence of men. The bride at marriage 
wore a veil called fammeum (Smith, l.c., p. 625), while the 
usual veil was named velum, or its derivative, velamen. The 
fact that the women covered their head with a veil always re- 
mained. On the whole, Roman society in the apostolic age 
required woman’s “silence” nearly or fully as much as Grecian. 
Virtuous women were too little esteemed to be allowed social 
freedom with men. That freedom was so much granted to 
vicious women as to drive the virtuous into seclusion. Silence 
became their proctection, and there was no occasion for the 
Apostle to except them from the restrictions laid upon Christian 
women in the churches of Greece and Asia Minor. 


QUOTATIONS FROM THE FaTHERs. 

Clement of Alexandria (born about 150 A.D.) wrote as 
follows: ‘It has also been enjoined that the head should be 
veiled and the face covered; for it is a wicked thing for beauty 
to be a snare to men. Nor is it seemly for a woman to wish to 


make herself conspicuous by using a purple veil.” Again: “Let. 


her be entirely covered, unless she happen to be at home. For 
that style of dress is grave and protects from being gazed at. 
And she will never fall who puts before her eyes modesty and 
her shawl; nor will she invite another to fall into sin by un- 
covering her face. For this is the wish of the Word, since it 
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is becoming for her to pray veiled (1 Cor. 11,5). They say that 
the wife of Aeneas, through excess of propriety, did not even 
in her terror at the capture of Troy uncover herself, but, though 
fleeing from the conflagration, remained veiled.” 

Tertullian (born about 150 A.D.) says: “As, then, in the 
masculine sex, under the name of ‘man,’ even the youth is 
forbidden to be veiled, so, too, in the feminine, under the name 
of ‘woman,’ even the virgin is bidden to be veiled. Equally in 
each sex let the younger age follow the discipline of the elder.” 
— “Put on the panoply of modesty; surround yourself with 
a stockade of bashfulness.... Wear the full garb of woman 
to preserve the standing of virgin. . .. Walk in accordance 
with the will of your espoused. Christ is He who bids the 
espoused and wives of others veil themselves, [and] of course, 
much more His own.” — “It is not permitted a woman to speak 
in the church; but neither [is it permitted her] to teach, nor to 
baptize, nor to offer, nor to claim to herself a lot in any manly 
function, not to say [in any] sacerdotal office.” Cyprian also 
argues at length that women ought not to speak in the church. 

In the Apostolic Constitutions it is said: “We do not per- 
mit our women ‘to teach in the church,’ but only to pray and 
hear those that teach; for our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ 
Himself, when He sent out the Twelve to make disciples of the 
people and of the nations, did nowhere send out women to 
preach.” Bear in mind that women of bad character often 
addressed, and disputed in, audiences of Gentile men, and 
frequently behaved in an immodest and unseemly manner. It 
would not do to allow Christian women to be mistaken for them. 

The question which principally concerns us is: Are the 
commands which Paul imposes upon the women of the primitive 
Church binding upon the women to-day? Was it a perpetual 
or a temporary restriction? If silence is still enjoined, why 
not the veiling of the head? The difference is that between 
custom and principle. The Apostle Paul taught the obligation 
of woman in his time to have her head veiled in the religious 
assembly (1 Cor.11,5.6). In the phrase, “with her head un- 
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covered dishonoreth her head” (R. V.), the word “uncovered” 
means “unveiled”; and in “let her be covered” the last word 
means “veiled.” Paul says of being unveiled (1 Cor. 11,16): 
“We have no such custom, neither the churches of God.” Going 
unveiled being a custom, therefore being veiled was a custom. 
This custom was not an end in itself, but it was a means to the 
end of woman’s honoring her husband (v. 5) and acknowledging 
the leadership, headship, or authority of man (v.10). Veiling 
—a custom — was subservient to a principle, which was and is 
that “The head of the woman is the man” (yv.3). Thus veiling 
fulfilled the office of a custom in woman’s acknowledgment of 
the principle of man’s headship. Removed from Oriental life, 
it is now nearly universally believed that woman is released 
from the duty of wearing the veil in the churches. An occasional 
exception exists. One of the American Episcopal bishops has 
near lady relatives who regard the primitive direction as binding 
still, and who scrupulously wear the veil in religious assemblies. 
But why the almost universal change from the practise that 
prevailed in the New Testament period? Because veiling the 
head is a changeable custom. Why did the Apostle require it? 
Because then and there woman’s freedom from “shame” (1 Cor. 
11,3) —her reputation and modesty —demanded it; and be- 
cause “woman is the glory of the man” (1 Cor. 11,7), receiving 
her place and higher honor by her relation to him, and thus 
reflecting his honor. Man is unveiled; she should be different 
—veiled. The veil is a little-used article in our time and clime. 
In our modern Western conditions it is entirely devoid of the 
significance attached to it in the Orient, and does not in the 
least express the things which it did at Paul’s time. It has 
_ long been understood that some commands of Scripture pertain- 
ing to customs are not binding upon us if other current customs 
involve the same sentiments and principles. We have the 
definite affirmation of the Savior: “Ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet” (John 13,14). And the Apostle puts “washing 
the saints’ feet” (1 Tim. 5,10) along with other “good works” 
as an index of noble character in woman. The climate, the 
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dusty roads, and the sandals for the feet made frequent foot- 
washing imperative. It was a significant and symbolical act. 
Some have made foot-washing a sacrament, and a few still so 
observe it. But Christendom generally perceives that Christ 
did not institute it as a perpetual ordinance. Yet He Himself 
exemplified it with His apostles and enjoined it as at that time 
a proper and expressive symbolic custom. The Christian prin- 
ciples signified by it—humility and love for the brethren — 
are now manifested by other acts. Climatic change often 
changes foot-washing to foot-clothing or foot-warming. Luther 
recommended in place of it a bath for the poor. The principle 
of humble love remains, the custom has passed away. — The 
Apostle James enjoins prayer for the sick by the elders, “anoint- 
ing him with oil in the name of the Lord” (James 5,14). The 
ancients used unguents for the promotion of health. Orientals 
now in warm countries do the same. Many Christians after 
the apostolic age continued the custom of anointing the sick. 
As a curative, in cool climates, its use now is generally displaced 
by other remedies. The duty of prayer for the sick and of the 
use of means for their recovery continues; the custom of anoint- 
ing with oil is superseded. In like manner the necessity of 
woman’s veiling herself is in most countries annulled. Women 
go about everywhere with uncovered face, and their sitting in 
church unveiled does not seem to us in the least immodest or 
suggestive of rebellion against the authority of man. 

But how about the “silence” feature? Was that, too, 
merely a custom? As far as the absolute silence in the presence 
of men in public meetings is concerned, we may answer with 
a qualified ‘‘yes.” There is no doubt that in apostolic times 
absolute silence was enjoined upon women in the public meet- 
ings of Christians, whether of a purely religious or partly busi- 
ness nature. To address a larger assembly meant that the 
woman would have to arise in her place and remove her veil 
in front of her mouth and face in order to give free utterance, 
and that was considered decidedly unseemly, as it smacked of 
the freedom of the courtesan and rebellion against the authority 
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of man, and the apostles sternly checked any such tendency. 
Woman’s silence was to give token of her modest and retiring 
nature and of her acceptance of her appointed relation to man. 
To the Corinthians the Apostle says: “It is not permitted unto 
them to speak; but let them be in subjection” (1 Cor. 14, 34). 
“But” shows contrast; breaking silence by speaking was casting 
off the symbol of their relation to man. “It is shameful for 
a woman to speak in the church” (v.35), because there it was 
the violation of her symbolic profession of virtue, modesty, and 
faithfulness. “Let a woman learn in quietness with all sub- 
jection” (1Tim.2,11). The implication is that “subjection” 
then required absolute quietness, silence. “I permit not a woman 
to teach, nor to have dominion over a man, but to be in quiet- 
ness” (1 Tim. 2,12). A woman’s public teaching was an ap- 
proach to ruling over the man and belonged in the same category. 
Breaking of silence meant an attempt to rule. The Apostle 
gives a reason for his position: “For Adam was first formed, 
then Eve” (v.13); hence, Adam was to be the “head” and 
Eve ‘‘an help meet for him.” - At Paul’s time woman’s silence 
was necessary to her acknowledgment of her relation. Not the 
silence, but the subjection, was the principal object. As Lange 
says: The speaking “involved a sort of intercourse with men 
on the part of women and a renunciation of their dependence 
upon their husbands.” 

But, argues the modern woman, things are different now. 
A woman need not now conceal her face at the approach of men, 
though female modesty yet reigns. Woman may to-day go 
where she pleases, even alone, without laying herself open to 
the charge of immodesty or something worse. She may be free 
and unrestrained in the social intercourse with men. She is 
gaining more and more influence on the affairs of the day. Her 
position in the family is different from that of woman in the 
days of Paul. She may occupy the best part of her own house, 
and not yield it to her husband, while she lives in the kitchen. 
She is not barred from the acquaintance of gentlemen that visit 
at her own home; she may teach her own children, and is often 


THE WOMAN IN THE CHURCH. 111 


appointed the teacher of others. Young women may pursue 
the same studies as young men, recite in the same classes, and 
a woman may teach them all. She is prominent in the business 
world. She is often the employer of many men. Also in church 
relations her position is greatly altered. She is teacher in the 
schools, in the day-schools as well as in the Sunday-schools. She 
is not separated from the men in the service by a high wall, 
but is permitted to mingle with them. In many churches the 
men no longer commune first and then the women, but they 
approach the Lord’s Table promiscuously. In the Bible-classes 
they may ask questions, even in the presence of man. What 
would most congregations do without the women? Usually they 
far outnumber the men. The Ladies’ Aid Society is a vital 
and often indispensable force. In organizations connected with 
church-work, like hospital and orphanage associations, women 
have a vote, have a voice in the policy of the organization. The 
same holds good in mission-societies and in the recently or- 
ganized Lutheran Education Societies. An Oriental of Paul’s 
time would have died of horror in such a meeting. All around, 
times and conditions have changed regarding woman. Some 
States have granted her equal suffrage with men. She goes to 
the polls and casts her ballot. Why not let down the bars in 
the administrative affairs of the church? Why not permit her 
to vote with the men on affairs of the church? Why not let her 
hold office or represent the church at synodical conventions? 
Some churches are ordaining women to the ministry and giving 
them pastorates. We do not want to go so far, but grant us at 
least a voice in the church-affairs in which we are so vitally 
interested, — perhaps more than most of the men. Many of us 
are contributors aside from what our husbands contribute. Yes, 
-many of us are unmarried or widows. You ask for our money, 
yet we have no jurisdiction over the disposition of it, no voice 
in the election of the man who is to handle it. Surely we are 
just as much interested in the calling of a new pastor as the 
men are. He is the shepherd also of our souls, we are just as 
much the sheep of his flock as are the men. We are perhaps 
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in general more faithful in the performance of our religious 
duties than the men. Why, then, this old-fashioned, Oriental 
discrimination against our sex? No taxation without repre- 
sentation! Give us the vote — Stimmrecht! You surely do 
not mean to say that we will not make use of it as intelligently 
and faithfully as the men! 

The appeal of woman for a voice in congregational affairs 
sounds just and plausible enough, and there are congregations 
that have granted her equal rights with men in the administra- 
tion of congregational affairs. The question with us is not, 
Is it wise to adopt such a course? but, Is it right and per- 
missible? If not, why not? It is not enough to say: “Es ist bei 
uns immer so gewesen; wir wollen keine Neuerung schaffen.” 
We cannot put off intelligent women with such answers. Neither 
will arguments of reason and advisability, the arguments of the 
antisuffragrette, be always convincing. If we have reasons for 
not granting woman this demand, which is going to become 
more and more persistent, they must be taken from the Word 
of God, the real constitution governing congregational affairs. 
We believe there are such reasons. In the early stages of medi- 
tation upon this troublesome paper, which was imposed upon us 
by a heartless and thoughtless conference, we were much in- 
clined, if only for the sake of argument and discussion, to take 
the radical stand that woman might be granted equal rights 
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maturer consideration of the subject we saw that such a view- © 


point could not be brought into accord with Holy Writ, much 
as we love the ladies and are naturally disposed to give them 


everything they want. After all, the Lord is the final arbiter 


in all questions relating to Christian life, and against His 
verdict and judgment there is no appeal. 
The point upon which we think the decision hinges is 


whether the silence of woman in the church demanded by Paul — 


is only a custom denoting virtue, humility, and subservience to ~ 
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vincing as far as our decision in the matter is concerned, that 
men prominent in the church have ever regarded it as a prin- 
ciple, the abolition of which would mean the destruction of that 
relationship between man and woman which is of divine or- 
dination. 

Chrysostom, born 347, commenting on 1 Tim. 2, 11—15, 
says: “Thus they will show submission by their silence.” 

Luther, on 1 Cor. 14,34, says: “To teach in public is an 
exercise of a certain kind of lordship in the place of Christ; 
and it is so much the less suitable for women, since there is 
in men much to be rebuked. At home they [women] may in- 
struct their own, as far as they know and can.” 

Bengel, born 1687, on the same passage, says: “In your 
churches, where men are present that can speak, let them ask. 
Men alone are to put questions in the assembly.” 

Grotius, born 1583, held that a woman was allowed to 
speak in public only when she had special divine appointment 
for it. 

Doddridge, born 1702, says: “Let your women be silent 
in your religious assemblies if they have not some extraordinary 
revelation; for it is not commonly permitted them to speak on 
such public occasions; but it is their duty to be in subjection 
to the superior authority of the man; as the law also says; .. 
for it is evidently an indecent thing for a woman to speak in 
the church, and suits very ill with that modesty and reserve 
which is so universally esteemed an ornament to the sex.” 

Neander, born A.D. 1789: “Teaching and preaching to 
men; mental receptivity and activity to women.” 

Alford, 1810, says: “Their speaking in public would be 
of itself an act of independence, of teaching the assembly and, 
-among others, their own husbands.” 

Ellicott, 1819 (English professor and commentator), says: 
“Every form of public address or teaching is clearly forbidden 
as at variance with woman’s proper duties and destination.” 

Prof. Chas. Hodge, 1797, Princeton: “The fact that in 
no Christian church was public speaking permitted to women 
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was itself strong proof that it was un-Christian, 7.e., contrary 
to the spirit of Christianity.” So also Lange, Meyer, Farrar, 
Schaff, Cowles. 

We fully agree with the reply an editor made to a ques- 
tioner in a religious weekly. The questioner wants to know 
whether the prohibitions contained in 1 Cor. 14, 34. 35 and 
1 Tim. 2,11.12 apply to the women of the nineteenth century. 
The editor answers: ‘We know of no reason why the portion 
of the New Testament referred to should not be interpreted 
like any other portion of it. If so, then it is of general appli- 
cation, unless there are limiting clauses. But we not only find 
no limiting clauses in this case, but we find supporting state- 
ments which indorse the obvious meaning. Thus 1 Cor. 11, 
3—9. 18—15 the Apostle, aside from all rules as to mere con- 
duct, lays down the general principle that ‘the head of the 
woman is the man,’ supported by the two considerations: 1) that 
she was secondary in origin, and 2) ancillary in intent. So 
also his reference to the Old Testament (14,34), ‘As also saith 
the law,’ adds force in the same line, by the well-known teaching 
of the Old Testament that women do no ministerial office in the 
Temple. The same doctrine occurs in the other epistles, as, for 
example, Eph. 5, 22—24. 35: ‘As the Church is subject to 
Christ, so let the wives also be to their husbands in everything,’ 
and again, Col. 8,18: ‘Wives, be in subjection to, your husbands, 
as is fitting in the Lord,’ —z. e., as befits Christianity. So also 
Paul was careful to say to Titus (2,5) the same thing, in 
substance, which our correspondent refers to as said by him to 
Timothy; viz.: ‘Being in subjection to their own husbands, 
that the Word of Ged be not blasphemed.’ Still further, Peter 
speaks to the same point (1 Pet. 3,1), where he says that wives 
ought to ‘be in subjection to their own husbands’; and he 
further says (3,6) that they ought to be in such subjection 
‘as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and (3,7) that 
husbands ought to ‘give honor unto the woman as unto the 
weaker vessel.’ Now we have all these passages from these two 
apostles —and there are none of an opposite spirit — which, 
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combined together, show that in the divine idea woman stands 
in a certain relation of inferiority, dependence, and subordina- 
tion to man, a relation which, when cordially recognized and 
lived up to by both parties on Gospel-principles, insures the 
happiest possible family life. The only passage which can be 
pleaded as apparently an incongenial utterance — Gal. 3, 28: 
‘There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond 
nor free, there can be no male and female; for ye are all one 
in Christ Jesus’—has no bearing upon the exact question in 
hand, because the Apostle is not talking about ‘rights’ of any 
kind, but is describing the absolute identity, in point of need 
and privilege of salvation, of all classes and conditions before 
the cross. — As to why some conservative ministers have changed 
their views on this subject, we have no knowledge. We cannot 
change ours, because the Bible is to us so perfectly plain in its 
teaching of them that it would be the worst kind of rationalism 
for us to modify their tone because the fashion is now the other 
way.” We agree with the unknown editor. The marriage rela- 
tion, with the man as the head of the wife, is an abiding prin- 
ciple, and it is this which the Apostle seeks to conserve in his 
letters. Granting woman equal rights with man would surely 
destroy it. 

The subjection of woman to man is a Biblical principle. 
(en13,.16;°1,Cor.: 11,33) Col 3). 183 1 ‘Pet. 3;.15 Litas? 5; 
Eph. 5, 22.— Even human reason teaches what Luther says: 
“For such difference also nature and God’s creation makes, that 
women, much less children and idiots) should and can have no 
rule, as experience teaches and Gen. 3,16 says. The Gospel 
does not annul this natural law, but confirms it as God’s or- 
dinance and creature.” And again: “That women may claim 
the same right as men is altogether contrary to reason and 
experience; for even a blind person can see that nature has 
not at all given to women the gifts to rule and govern, and 
therefore even an atheist must admit that woman has not got 
this appointment or calling.” This difference in nature, tem- 
perament, physique, ete., this difference which God has made, . 
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this natural inaptitude of woman to rule, will remain as long as 
the world stands, may the suffragettes protest and rage as they 
please. You cannot change cats into dogs, or gooseberry bushes 
into oak-trees. Scripture gives us the reason why this sub- 
ordinate position is given to woman. 1Tim.2,13: “For Adam 
was first formed, then Eve.” Here the Apostle seems to in- 
dicate that even if the human beings had not fallen into sin, 
the women would never have been in every particular the equal 
of man; that Eve already in the state of innocence was the 
weaker vessel, created as a helpmeet and not the equal of Adam. 
We do not make this a definite assertion; we merely say Scrip- 
ture seems to indicate such a construction. 

The second reason we find 1 Cor. 11,8: “For the man is 
not of the woman, but the woman of the man”; v.9: “Neither 
was the man created for the woman, but the woman for the 
man.” Here the Apostle draws attention to the creation of man 
and woman and the relationship between the two. — The last 
reason we find in 1 Tim. 2,14: “And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman, being deceived, was in the transgression.” Here 
the Apostle draws attention to the Fall. Who was it that fell 
into sin first? Not man, but woman. The first instruction 
which woman gave to man had evil consequences. Therefore 
the dictum of God, “Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and 
he shall rule over thee,”’ was for Eve a punishment, to remind 
her of the Fall, and is for the whole female portion of the 
human race a perennial curb. For the pious Christian woman 
this subjection is no longer a punishment. In Christ Jesus 
there is neither man nor woman. Men and women are pat- 
ticipants in the same grace. The relationship between man and 
wife can and should be a source of great happiness. But Chris- 
tianity does not in the slightest degree annul the difference 
between man and woman as laid down in the record of creation. 

But the woman might argue: I admit the duty of wifely 
subjection, but how far does female subjection go? Is the 
woman to be subject only to her husband or to man in general ? 
The proper answer to this question is important. It cannot be 
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denied that most of the passages of Scripture treating of the 
subjection of woman have reference primarily to the marital 
relation. In many cases Scripture expressly adds the pronoun. 
Col. 3,18: “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands.” 
1 Pet. 3,1: “Ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands.” 
It would certainly be doing violence to Scripture if from such 
passages we were to conclude the subjection of woman to 
other men. 

But aside from this, the Lord has made special restrictions 
regarding the place of woman in the church. We have already 
repeatedly quoted the passages in question. Again and again 
the Apostle impresses the principle of subjection. And for 
justification of his injunction he refers to the law (“as saith 
the law”). Surely he can have in mind only a passage such as 
Gen. 3,16: “Thy desire shall be unto thy husband, and he shall 
rule over thee.” He does not say the woman shall be subject 
in the congregation, but she shall keep silence in the congre- 
gation. Why? The law already prescribes her subjection. And 
of the general law he but makes an application as to the position 
of woman in the church. 

But immediately the question arises: To whom shall she 
be subject, unto her husband, or unto men in general? If we 
were to apply these words as referring only to her husband, and 
claim that woman should be silent only because of her sub- 
ordinate position to her husband, we would immediately be 
forced into untenable conclusions. Then a woman who has no 
husband could speak and teach in the church. Then a woman 
could teach as long as her husband is absent from the church, 
or if she has an unbelieving husband who is not connected with 
the church. Then women could preach sermons as long as they 
left their husbands at home. Surely that is not the meaning 
of Paul’s words. No, woman shall be silent because she is 
subject to men who are assembled. She is not to teach her own 
husband nor other men publicly in the congregation, and is to 
submit without murmur to the resolutions the men may adopt. 
The subordinate position has a wider scope than the mere 
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marital relationship. The argument that the silence refers only 
to preaching, to public teaching, does not hold good, since the 
principle which the Apostle emphasizes is womanly subjection, 
the submission under the rule of men, and that holds good in 
business meetings as well as those of a more devotional character. 

To refer once more to the contention that woman is to be 
subject only to her husband, look at the passage 1 Tim. 2, 12 
again: “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man”; not her man, but in general, the man. 
And then follows the reason: ‘For Adam was first formed,” ete. 
Woman should be silent in the church, not because public speak- 
ing is unseemly in the church, but because it is a divine or- 
dinance and unseemly anywhere. The subordinate position 
which woman is to take is a general command, binding upon 
all women in the world. In meetings of Christians, in political 
meetings, in general social intercourse with men, the woman 
must never forget that she is a woman and must not usurp the 
position of man. We might here bring forward the well-worn 
statement of the proper sphere of woman as a home-maker and 
home-builder, the great influence she wields quietly and silently 
in Church and State, or the fact that she is really the chief 
pillar of society, ete.; but the arguments are too well known 
to need further expatiation. 

But, insists woman, how about the right to vote in meet- 
ings? Does Scripture forbid us to vote? We don’t want to 
hold office; we merely want a voice in congregational affairs. 
We must admit that there is no Bible-passage that forbids the 
women to vote. To vote to express one’s opinion in oral or 
written form, to lay a ballot into the box or hat, is not expressly 
denied women. Such an action does become sinful when thereby 
woman desires to emerge out of her subordinate position and 
with the men desires to participate in the actual church- 
government. We, therefore, distinguish between voting per se 
and voting right. The demand of the ballot in church as a right 
cannot be brought into harmony with the Bible. In the Ladies’ 
Aid Society women may vote. Yes, there may be cases, condi- 
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tions, and circumstances in a congregation where the mere 
voting of women would not necessarily denote active participa- 
tion in the church-government, where it would not conflict with 
the divinely appointed relationship of woman to man. It hap- 
pens in the home. Surely there the man is the head (or at 
least ought to be), and yet he values highly in domestic affairs 
the opinion of his wife, and frequently consults her. Her senti- 
ments are often the determining factor. And the woman can 
freely give vent to her opinion, and yet not in any way violate 
the true wifely attitude. Sensible men leave some matters en- 
tirely in the hands of their wives. Such circumstances may 
arise in a congregation. Sometimes a congregation leaves a 
certain matter, let us say a matter of church decoration and the 
like, entirely in the hands of the women or a society of women, 
and upon occasion permits them to vote. In spite of this, the 
leadership, the government, the control of the church, remains 
entirely in the hands of the men. In my own ministry I re- 
member an occasion when I permitted the women to vote with 
the men. In the introduction of the Duplex Envelope System 
we devoted one pocket to current expenses and the other to 
church debt fund. The debt was of considerable proportions, 
and the contributors were repeatedly encouraged to deposit 
regularly and liberally in the pocket devoted to the reduction 
of the church debt. In the course of time the provision proved 
unwise, unexpected expenses depleted the church treasury, and 
the voters were compelled to take the money collected for re- 
duction of church debt to meet the financial pressure. I held 
that they could not do this honorably without the consent of 
the contributors, among them many women. They had given 
the money for a definite purpose, perhaps at some personal 
sacrifice, and to use it for another purpose without consulting 
them looked very much like a breach of confidence and mis- 
appropriation of funds. A meeting of contributors was called, 
and the women voted. There was no opposition, but had there 
been, and the women had voted the.matter down, I would have 
held that we were bound to leave things as they were. That is 
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the one time in my experience when women voted. It may 
happen at mission-places, where men are few and far between, 
that the counsel of certain prosperous women is sought and the 
right given them to vote whether a church shall be built or not, 
and how big the church is to be. They are permitted to help 
determine whether this or that plan is to be adopted. And that 
is right, since their money is depended upon to a great extent 
for building the church. We do not believe that women sin 
when in such cases they voice their sentiments. To us it does 
not seem incompatible with the divinely appointed station of 
woman when in congregational affairs the voters seek to deter- 
mine the sentiments of the women members on certain questions. 
When a meeting of communicant members has been called, we 
cannot see anything sinful in having the sentiments on a certain 
question determined by a vote in which the women join. Of 
course, the final disposition of the question lies with the men. 
Our women are a force in the church over which we ought not 
to ride rough-shod. But this principle must be maintained, that 
also in congregational affairs man is the head, the ruler, and 
woman the helpmeet. We ask her opinion. We value it. It 
may determine our action. J remember as a boy that the ques- 
tion was discussed at home. My father at the time maintained 
that in the majority of cases the opinion of the voters was 
formed at home under the clever manipulation of the wives, 
and that the sentiments of the women were given full expression. 
But in our modern conditions the majority of the women have 
not this opportunity to exert such an influence in congregational 
affairs. Their husbands are not members, — or perhaps the 
female members are unmarried. <A determination of their sen- 
timents can do no harm. It pays also here to be wise as the 
serpents. Of course, many of the conditions in our modern 
church-life could not be transplanted to Corinth and Ephesus 
at the time of Paul. They would have been violently offensive. 
Conditions of the day and time demanded the complete self- 
effacement of woman in order to uphold the principle for which 
Paul was contending. That same principle holds good to-day, 
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and we must zealously maintain it; but the stringency of 
method necessary in Paul’s time is no longer necessary to-day. 

Let us summarize our contentions once more. Christians 
all agree: 

1. That women shall be subject to men; 

2. That there is no express Bible-passage which denies 
woman a vote; 

3. That wherever the voting of woman is a stepping out 
of her subordinate position, it is contrary to Scripture. 

Only this question may be variously judged and inter- 
preted, whether the voting of woman in certain cases and under 
certain conditions is a departure from the station which God 
has assigned her. 

In conclusion we wish to state that we personally are 
grateful to the Lord that through the mouth of the apostles he 
has defined the position of woman in the church. We tremble 
to think of a voters’ meeting in which both sexes are represented. 
It is sometimes enough to keep peace in the family of the church 
council composed only of men. Imagine a mixed council. You 
cannot. It staggers imagination. Imagine women deacons, or 
rather deaconesses, taking up the collection. What an oppor- 
tunity to display the dressmaker’s art or the latest concoction 
in the millinery line! But let’s stop. The question is not one 
for levity. As in all things, so also in this, God is wise, and 
for the welfare and prosperity of His Church He has provided 
wise regulations. We are happy to see that the women in the 
Lutheran Church have not yet been permeated to any great 
extent with the general modern spirit of female restlessness. 
They have, as true daughters of the Lord, always proved amen- 
able to the instruction of the Word, and will in the future, no 
doubt, abide willingly by its precepts. We owe them much 
also in our church-work. Let us with them, in the light of the 
Word, with love and consideration, continue to do the Lord’s 
work with singleness of heart. 


Jersey City, N. J. Pavi LinpeMann. 
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The Proof-Texts of the Catechism with a Practical 
Commentary. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
Tue InrTRopUCTION. 


The Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer reads: “Our Father 
who art m heaven.” 


Why do we address God as “Father” ? 


1John3,1: “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us that we should be called the sons of God! 

What Christian can read this marvelous passage without 
experiencing a thrill of joy? “Behold,” look well, pay strict 
attention to this remarkable exhibition of God’s love: He calls 
us His sons. And as if that “behold” were not enough to arouse 
our minds to be on the alert as to the wonderful thing he has 
to disclose, the apostle says: “Behold, what manner of love” 
(potapen agapen), of what amazing quality, of what surpassing 
excellence, the love is that “the Father hath bestowed upon us!” 
And this “manner of love” —how did it manifest itself? The 
Father bestowed upon us a glorious title: “sons,” “children” 
(tekna) of God! God’s titles are not tituls sine re; God’s 
names are facts; when God calls us tekna, “children,” “sons,” 
we are His children indeed. But, how amazing the fact: we, 
sinners, by nature children of wrath, nevertheless children of 
God! Can there be any nearer and dearer relationship than 
that of father and child? And how did this relationship be- 
tween us and God come about? God’s love to us impelled Him 
to declare us His “‘sons.” ‘‘God so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”— “In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent 
His only-begotten Son into the world that we might live through 
Him.” 1John4,9. And this chald-relationship— how was it 
effected? Paul tells us: “Ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus.” Gal. 3,26. Christians only are children, 
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“sons,” 


of God, and Christians are nothing less than children 
of God. This title was bestowed upon them, dedoken, gwen 
them out of love, 2. e., by grace. — Well may St. John exclaim: 
“Behold, what manner of love,’ what amazing, astonishing love 
of the Father! 

And when Jesus teaches His disciples to pray, He tells 
them: When you address the Thrice Holy call Him — Father. 
Why this endearing address? He knoweth our frame. Although 
by faith we are God’s children, still, because of our innate sinful 
nature, we are prone to doubts; we oftentimes cannot muster up 
courage to pray as we should; especially is this true in times 
of affliction when we need it most. Says Jesus: Go to God; 
call Him Father—that He is. What child fears to tell his 
loving father of his troubles? Satan, get thee hence with all 
kinds of doubts thou wouldst instil in me as though God would 
not hear my prayer! God Himself has declared me His child 
in His Son; He is my loving Father; hence I shall ery even 
out of the depths, in spite of devil, world, and flesh that en- 
deavor to dissuade me: Father, dear Father, hear Thy child! 


Rom. 8,15: For ye have not received the spirit of bondage 
agam to fear; but ye have recewed the spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father! 

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God.” V.14. This assertion is proved by the ex- 
perience of the Roman Christians: they are led by the Spirit: 
they live and act as children of God. This is proof of their 
child-relation to God. “For,” at the time of your conversion, 
“ye did not recewe the spwit of bondage,” 1.e., of slavery 
(doulevas), unto fear,” so that you live in constant fear and 
trembling as slaves do in anticipation of the dreaded severity 
of their masters, who may punish, aye, kill them at their 
pleasure. At the time of your conversion “ye recewed the 
Spirit of adoption” (hyiothesias), of child-relationship; you 
received a filial spirit, so that you may approach God without 
fear, with love and confidence. — The unbelievers lead a life of 
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fear; “Through fear of death they are all their lifetime subject 
to bondage,” Heb. 2,15; not so the Christians. We are delivered 
from this “bondage,” Heb. 2,14, by our Savior. Through Him 
we have become children of God. Under the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, who assures us through the Word of our filial 
relation to God, from our hearts rises again and again that 
“ery,” that sweetest of all appellations, “Abba, Father!’ And 
our Elder Brother, Jesus, who so teaches us to pray, did He 
not in His great agony in the Garden ery, “Abba, Father!” ? 
And so, even if our Jesus should take us, as He did His dis- 
ciples, into the garden of adversities, let us ery boldly, con- 
fidently, “Abba, Father!” “This is a noble and comforting 
text, worthy of being written in letters of gold.” (Luther.) 

Nore. — Abba, we are told, is the Syriac term for “father.” “Ho 
pater” (Father) is the Greek translation, added by Mark by way of ex- 
planation, because he \primarily wrote for Gentile Christians, to whom 
the Abba would be unintelligible. Later, the two terms were closely linked 
together as one endearing appellation of God. 

Eph. 3,14.15: For this cause I bow my knees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth 1s named. 

From a point of view different from, though related to, 
those mentioned in the preceding texts, we here again have 
a mighty incentive to humble, but bold and confident, prayer. 

In the Greek there is a play upon the words “pater” 
(Father) and “patria” (family). The word for family (patria) 
designates a lineage, the descendants of a common father; so 
a patria (family) is a generation of children. Joseph, Luke 2, 4, 
is described as “being of the household and family (patria) 
of David.” So, says our text, “the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named” “of the Father.” The name He bestowed upon 
us is “children,” 1John3,1. After the “Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” this family is named. Christ is God’s unique 
Child; we are Christ’s— Christians, bought by Him with a 
price; thus He became “our Lord,” and so we also belong to 
the Father as His dear children. Gal. 3, 26. 
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The Father has a family in heaven: the “sons of God,” 
Job 38, 4. 7, the holy angels, and the perfected saints. The 
Father has a family on earth: His children from among all 
nations, kindreds, and tongues. Both, the family in heaven and 
the family on earth, constitute one great family —the ecclesia 
una sancta in a wider sense. 

The text speaks of Paul as bowing his knees in humble 
prayer unto the Father, supplicating Him in Christ’s name for 
the bestowal of precious gifts upon one part of this family 
named after Him, for His children “on earth.” The “family” 
in heaven is well provided for—it is the family triwmphant. 
’ But the family militant also needs be provided for. And great 
are the gifts which he asks of the Father, cf. 15 ff. But Paul, 
who humbly bows his knees before God, at the same time prays 
boldly, confidently, knowing that the Father can and will do 
what he asks of Him; and hence he concludes his supplication 
with a triumphant doxology: “To Him be glory,” ete. 

What a grand conception this: “a faimily in heaven,” 
“a family on earth”! You belong to the latter as yet. God 
is the Father thereof. Will He not hear His children’s cry ? 
Truly, God would by this winning name ‘Father’ encourage 
us to pray without fear or doubt, in all boldness and confidence. 


Why do we pray: “Our Father who art in heaven” ? 


Eph. 4,6: One God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and wm you all. 


This text forms the close of the locus classicus for the doc- 
trine of the Church —the sum total of all believers. It reads: 
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and wm you all.” 

_ Through Christ God has become our Father. He is above 
all; He protects and governs us, and causes all things to work 
together for good to His children. He works through the Chris- 
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tians; the good the Christians do, God works in and through 
them. Finally, He lives in the Christians; we are His temple. 
The three main concepts are: one Spirit, one Lord, one God and 
Father. In this Triune God the Christians are united with 
one another. By the one Spirit and in the one Spirit they are 
at the same time united with the one Lord and the one God 
and Father. Knowing this, they should walk worthy of their 
high calling: this is the trend of the Apostle’s thought. 

But since there is one God and Father of all, since all that 
have one and the same Spirit and faith constitute one body, — 
this spiritual body, the Church, — what a strong incentive for 
the members of this body, or, to go back to the picture portrayed 
in Eph. 3, 14. 15, for the children of this family, to pray for and 
with one another! And does not Paul, in the passage considered 
before, Rom. 8, 15, say, studiously changing from the second 
person in which he had addressed the Romans to the first person, 
“we ery, Abba, Father,” suggesting that all children should 
pray together and for one another? To teach us this lesson, 
Jesus said to His disciples: “When ye pray, say, Our 
Father,” ete. 

And what a consolation to know: we do not pray alone; 
the whole family of God’s children bows its knees before the 
throne of grace intoning that sublime prayer: “Our Father who 
art in heaven.” 


Why do we add, “Who art in heaven’? 

Eph. 3, 20.21: Now unto Him that ts able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ 
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 

The Apostle bows his knees unto the Father, v. 14, implor- 
ing to grant to the Ephesian Christians growth of the new 
spiritual life implanted in them, cf. vv. 16—19; he knows 
that the Father “is able to do” what he asks, v.20; he is con- 
fident that the Father will do it, v. 21. 

Earthly fathers must sometimes shake their heads in an- 
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swer to petitions from their children, saying, “Child, what you 
ask exceeds my ability.” . Need God’s children entertain any 
fears as to the heavenly Father’s ability to grant their petitions ? 
“He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think.’ Why this impressive accumulation of words? Would 
it not have been sufficient to say: “He is able to do what we 
ask’? Observe the addition: “He is able to do above all that 
we ask or—think.” Thought oftentimes cannot find adequate 
expression in speech, in prayer. God zs able to do not only 
above all that we ask, but even above all that we think! And 
still the Apostle has not exhausted the definition of God’s ability 
to answer our prayer. He says: God “is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think.” It is as if he were 
struggling to find words to make us feel, realize, God’s infinite, 
limitless resources of power to grant our petitions, and to assure 
us that He can and will hear us if we ask Him as dear children 
ask their dear fathers. —God’s name is Omnipotence. This is 
the meaning of that phrase: “who art in heaven.” Expressed 
in words of the psalmist: “Our God is i the heavens’ — He 
is not an “idol of silver and gold, the work of men’s hands” — 
“He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased.” Ps. 115, 3. 4; 
ef. Eph. 1, 20—22. 

We have considered the Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer: 
“Our Father who art in heaven.” What does this mean? Can 
a better answer be given than that of Dr. Luther? He says: 
“God would by these words tenderly invite us to believe that 
He is our true Father, and that we are His true children, so 
that we may with all boldness and confidence ask Him as dear 
children ask their dear Father.” 


Our Father, Thou in heav’n above, 
Who biddest us to dwell in love 
As brothers of one family, 
And cry for all we need to Thee: 
Teach us to mean the words we say, 
And from the inmost heart to pray. 
(Hymn 396, 1.) 
Springfield, Ill. Lovis Wesset. 
(To be continued.) 
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Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: 
1. SPIRITISM. A study of Its Phenomena and Religious Teachings. 
By Th. Graebner. 128 pages. 60 cts. 


The strong delusions that are visited, before the end comes, upon 
men who have denied the love of truth embrace uncanny pryings into 
the unseen world. Besides, the interest in the hereafter has been 
greatly increased also among Christians by the late war, which sud- 
denly snatched thousands of their loved ones from them. Spiritists 
have not been slow in recognizing their opportunity, and have started 
a vigorous propaganda for their cause throughout the world. This 
searching inquiry into their teachings and its soul- and mind-destroy- 
ing effects is a timely, deserved, and successful exposé of a rampant 
modern error. It is the needed antidote of truth for the spiritistic 
poison, and by exhibiting the shallowness of the claims of Spiritism, 
its horrid relationships, and appalling consequences will pave the way, 
we trust, for the reclaiming of many a soul now caught by this strong 
delusion through the Gospel of the Savior, who died also for Spiritists. 


2.THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LU- 
THERAN CHURCH, with Special Reference to the Lutheran 
Church of America. By G. Luecke. 101 pages. 60 cts. 

In five parts this book states in popular style the distinctive doc- 
trines, the Confessions, the distinctive practises and customs, the 
organization of the Church of the Reformation, and the various divi- 
sions of the Lutheran Church in America. A wealth of information 
has been brought within a very small compass in this book, which 
will be welcomed both by busy pastors and inquiring laymen. 

3. HOW OFTEN SHOULD A CHRISTIAN RECEIVE HOLY 
COMMUNION? By M. 8S. Sommer. 20 pages. 10 ets. 

4. ENDORSEMENTS OF THE PRINCIPLES UNDERLYING 
THE RELIGIOUS WEEK-DAY SCHOOL by American 
Educators, Editors, and Statesmen. Collected by Th. Graebner. 
16 pages. $1.35 per hundred. 

5. GOD BLESS OUR PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. By N. J. Bakke. 
15 pages. 4 ets.; dozen, 36 cts.; 100, $2.50. 

6. THE HISTORY OF THE PASSION AND DEATH OF OUR 
LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST. According to the 
Four Gospels. 20 pages. 4 cts.; dozen, 36.; 100, $2.50. 

The contents and aim of all these tracts are fully stated in the 
titles. They are all timely and deserve a wide dissemination. 

7. IN HOURS OF DARKNESS. By B. Schumacher. 9 pages 
music and text. 20 cts. 

8. AGNUS DEI. The Lamb of God. A Sacred Cantata. Words 
by Paul EF. Kretzmann. Music by G. C. Albert Kaeppel. 
83 pages. $1.00. 1D}. 
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